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Welcome to our worship for the third Sunday of Easter.  Last week we 

were in a locked room and Jesus came, this week two disciples are on 

the road to Emmaus and Jesus comes to them too. 

 

Our worship today uses the 'spiritual Communion' order that came 

with the mailing before Easter, if you receive this electronically it is 

attached to the email. 

 

Alleluia Christ is risen 

He is risen indeed Alleluia 

 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

 

This week our first song is the Gloria, sung by a cantor and response 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-8YuGUzB8U 

 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Gospel reading Luke 24:13-35 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-8YuGUzB8U


I wonder how many of us have gone for a walk in recent days.  Walks 

or car journeys are often times to have in depth conversations, walking 

(or sitting) side by side allows us to explore things that we may struggle 

to talk about face to face. 

On the first Easter Day two disciples (possibly Cleopas and his wife, 

although we cannot be sure) are on a 3.5 mile walk (Sabbath day's 

journey) to Emmaus and a stranger comes to join them.  He joins in the 

conversation, I love the fact that unwittingly they're telling Jesus about 

what has happened to him in the previous few days!  They tell him 

about hopes and fears, doubt and disbelief, an empty tomb and stories 

of a risen Lord, but no sight of Him as yet. 

Following the traumatic events of that first Easter these two somewhat 

sad and possibly disillusioned disciples are heading to Emmaus, 

wondering but unable to see who is in their midst.  We don't know why 

they cannot recognise him, there are several theories, but the reality is 

that when he comes to them they do not recognise him, but when he 

leaves them they do. 

So what is the process that enables them to recognise Jesus? 

They tell him what is troubling them, and listen as he tells them the 

story of the Bible, what the scriptures say, and although they do not 

immediately see him, their hearts burn within them.  They recognise 

that this story, one that they a have known all their lives is true, and 

that it affects not only their understanding about God, but also how 

they feel about Him.  Their 'eyes' may still be closed but their minds 

begin to open. 

Jesus breaks bread, he does something that he last did the night before 

his death, something that no doubt they'd seen him do a number of 

times, and as he does their eyes open and they see him.  Recognising 



that there is something different about this companion, something that 

they know and suddenly the story that the women have told makes 

sense, the empty tomb makes sense, they believe that the body has 

not been stolen but rather Jesus has risen from the dead and is with 

them 

Suddenly they find themselves with more energy and enthusiasm, and 

they go back the way they've gone, two dejected followers now joy 

filled believers.  He made himself known in the breaking of the bread. 

So where does that leave us, at the moment we're not 'breaking bread' 

but we can still meet the risen Lord.  He comes to the disciples where 

they are and accompanies them along the road.  He may not come to 

us in quite the same way, but a risen Lord is one who comes to his 

people where they are and accompanies them along the road. 

He opens the scriptures to them, as we read the Bible, alone or as part 

of worship, Bible study or at other times, he comes to us and helps us 

to understand more of His plan and love for us. 

He comes as we 'break bread' or at the moment give thanks for his 

coming among us, maybe as we do that today we might like to ask him 

to come to us in a new way today, helping us to receive him by faith as 

we remember all He has done. 

Now the green blade riseth: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYA0tFX2tV4 

Prayers of Intercession 

Living Lord, 

we bring to you the needs of the world. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYA0tFX2tV4


We pray for those who consider themselves to be strangers 

and outcasts.  We pray particularly about the long term implications of 

this time of 'social distancing' on our relationships with one another. 

Help us always to welcome the stranger, whatever the cost, 

not sitting comfortably and ignoring people we think don’t fit in, not 

taking the easy way. 

May our homes and churches be places of welcome, hospitality and 

love, that all may have the chance to recognise and see you 

in the warmth of those around them. 

We pray for countries where food is in short supply. 

May we farm sustainably and eat sensibly, 

so there is enough to feed the whole planet.  When the world begins to 

open up again may we be wise in our use of resources so as to 

continue to protect this world you have given us. 

May we not look only after ourselves but seek to offer 

the same opportunities to all. 

Help us not to be selfish, but always to consider others. 

Lord, we long for the day when all in society will be equal. 

May we be a part of making that happen. 

We pray for those who are lonely and have no one 

to eat with them. 

May we open our doors to our neighbours, so that love 

and friendship can flourish, and all can enjoy the feast. 

We ask in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

Service continues with the Spiritual Communion Booklet. 

Prayers adapted from www.rootsontheweb.com 


