
1 
 

 

Wheathill Priory Benefice  
“Jesus Lives: Follow Him” 

Worship for Easter Day 12 April 2020 

Our worship this morning uses the 'spiritual communion' service that you 

hopefully already have, or you can find here:  

https://wheathill.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/spiritual-communion-1.pdf 

We begin with the Easter Greeting 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

https://wheathill.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/spiritual-communion-1.pdf
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Jesus Christ is risen today: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6sj9ljVsfk 

Confession 

In baptism we died with Christ, so that as Christ was raised from the dead, 

we might walk in newness of life.   Let us receive new life in him as we 

confess our sins in penitence and faith       from Romans 6.4 

Lord God, 

we have sinned against you; 

we have done evil in your sight. 

We are sorry and repent. 

Have mercy on us according to your love. 

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 

Renew a right spirit within us 

and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Collect 

God of glory, 

by the raising of your Son 

you have broken the chains of death and hell: 

fill your Church with faith and hope; 

for a new day has dawned 

and the way to life stands open 

in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

First reading Acts 10:34-43 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right 

is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of 

Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6sj9ljVsfk
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spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that 

he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 

him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 

appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 

witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 

dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 

the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

See what a morning https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0aKC3KxTb0 

Gospel Reading Matthew 28:1-10 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there 

was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 

came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 

lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook 

and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 

afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not 

here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where 

he[a] lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the 

dead,[b] and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear 

and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and 

said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 

worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 

brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0aKC3KxTb0
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A1-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24199a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A1-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24200b
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This is the Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, O Christ 

Reflection Easter in three stoles 

Easter day, in Matthew's Gospel begins with an earthquake, which happens 

as the angel descends into the garden, rolls away the stone and sits upon it.  

The guards placed there to stop any stories about resurrection are 

incapable of mounting any resistance and faint away.  In chapter 27, 

Matthew tells us that that there was also an earthquake as the curtain in 

the temple is torn which causes those in tombs to rise and be seen in the 

city (27:52-53).  The Crucifixion and resurrection are real, powerful and 

change everything. 

The women, the ones who have risen early to go to the tomb are reassured 

that he is not there, and return to the disciples, meeting the risen Lord as 

they go.  He sends them out as witnesses to the disciples and others.   

Earthquakes, heavenly beings and resurrection; none of these are normal, 

particularly the latter two.  Since they're not usual we may wonder how on 

earth we can make sense of them, what difference does resurrection make 

to our lives? 

To demonstrate that I'm going to use 3 stoles and my reflections on the 

death of a good friend David, who died on Monday of Holy Week.  (My 

stoles are pictured on the back of this order)  

In Lent we abstain, we step back and prepare, and indeed this year Lent 

may well feel as if it is continuing, but the reality is that today is Easter Day.  

My Lentan stole is made out of sack cloth, it feels rough to touch and is 

quite plain. 

My Easter stole on the other hand is made from silk, it's heavy, decorated 

with beads and colours.  But I have another stole here, an Advent one that I 
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was given last year, this one is decorated with sparkling beads and appears 

to represent an explosion, which it does as it speaks of Christ coming again. 

I also wonder if this stole might not remind us something of what it means 

to celebrate Easter in a context that may feel like ongoing Lent.  David, my 

friend, has died, my advent stole was his, his wife gave it to me last year, 

and many of you commented on it.  My sorrow at David's death is nothing 

like his family's sorrow, but it is real.  In part because we cannot go to see 

the family, we cannot attend the funeral, there is a gap between his death 

and the thanksgiving service that will be held for him.  But for David his 

suffering and struggle is over, he is alive in a way that he has not been for 

years.  He is living the reality of both Easter, resurrection life, and Advent, 

joy in God's appearing, God's presence and God's life. 

Easter means that death no longer has the last word, the power of the 

resurrection was sufficient to cause an earthquake and disruption in heaven 

and on earth.  That disruption changes life forever, the dead are raised, 

those who live in Christ know that there is life beyond death and there is 

hope for all.  I can put away my Lent stole until next year, and wear the 

Easter one.  I do this with tears in my eyes because of all that is happening 

in lives up and down this country and the world, and my Advent stole 

reminds me that resurrection life is for all time.  So may the reality of Easter 

break into our lives and hearts, even as we have difficult and possibly dark 

days ahead of us, because it is true, Jesus has indeed risen from the dead. 

Intercessions 

In our intercessions we use the response: 

Lord come in love: and roll away the stone 

We pray for all those who do not know the reality of Easter, a death that 

enables us to be forgiven, a death for all who come to Christ, a death that 
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changes forever the relationship we have with God.  There is a stone of 

'unknowing' rolled across the tomb.   

Lord come in love: and roll away the stone 

At a time when we are challenged to do church differently we pray for the 

national church and our local leaders, for our Bishops, Archdeacon and Area 

Dean.  We remember too all those within the benefice who are caring for 

friend and neighbour and the challenge to the church to care and to love in 

a new and different way.  May our actions at this time help people to grow 

in faith, and to encounter church in a new and different way.  May our 

response help the stone of unbelief to be rolled away 

Lord come in love: and roll away the stone 

We pray for our Government, for our prime minister and all those with 

responsibilities to lead and make decisions.  We pray too for those who are 

working in the NHS, caring professions, whether in peoples' homes or care 

homes.  Thinking particularly of the care homes in this benefice and those 

who work there.  As well as those working as paramedics and elsewhere 

across the system.  At times to stone of danger, of vulnerability or of 

responsibility lie heavy upon each one.   

So Lord come in love: and roll away the stone. 

We pray for all those who at this time are struggling because of isolation, 

the lack of human touch or proximity.  Those who are fearful because of the 

potential effect of the virus on them, or their families.  The stone of fear, of 

grief of illness is heavy.  

So Lord come in love: and roll away the stone 

Mighty God, High King of Easter, bringer of joy and hope, take us from our 

doubt and disbelief this Easter; make us witnesses of your resurrection as 
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we see stones roll away from tombs.  This we ask in the name of your risen 

Son, the ever-living Jesus Christ.  Amen 

We pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

Our Father who art in heaven 

Usually at this point in the service we would come and receive Holy 

Communion, however that is not possible, so we receive spiritually saying: 

Act of Spiritual Reception 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 

for all the benefits you have given me, 

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

O merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 

may I know you more clearly, 

love you more dearly, 

and follow you more nearly, day by day.  Amen. 

(after the prayer of St Richard of Chichester) 

Lord and heavenly Father,  

we your servants entirely desire your fatherly goodness mercifully to 

accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  

and to grant that,  

by the merits and death of your Son Jesus Christ,  

and through faith in his blood,  

we and all your Church may receive forgiveness of our sins  and all other 

benefits of his passion.  Amen. 

Thine be the glory: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbBOOmkMLmI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbBOOmkMLmI
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May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, 

fill you with his new life; 

and the blessing of God Almighty; The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

Be with you now and always Amen 

 

Go from this worship to stay in your homes in peace to love and serve the 

Lord 

In the name of Christ Amen 

 

 

My 3 stoles, Advent & Lent, out of sackcloth, Easter, Christmas, celebrations a heavy stole 

made from silk and Advent, my stole that is now in memory of my friend David 

Intercessions based on John Pritchard 'The Intercessions Handbook' 1997 

Some material included in this service is copyright: ©  The Archbishops' Council 2000, Other 

material is taken from An Act of Spiritual Communion 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-

03/Guidance%20on%20Spiritual%20Communion%20and%20Coronavirus.pdf 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/Guidance%20on%20Spiritual%20Communion%20and%20Coronavirus.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/Guidance%20on%20Spiritual%20Communion%20and%20Coronavirus.pdf

