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Coronavirus Helpline

As Coronavirus spreads it seems likely it will affect at least some members of our
community. Should you have to self-isolate and yet need essential food or
household supplies, medical assistance or other help –
Please contact wheathillbeneﬁce@gmail.com or ring 07421 700242.
Similarly, if you are aware of elderly or vulnerable people living alone who might need assistance or should be
checked up on, please let us know. More Helpline information and Resources have been circulated locally.

Wheathill Beneﬁce Parish Magazine back in PRINT!

We are very pleased to be able to return to printing our Parish Magazine. If you wish to share any news or activities notes and pictures welcomed. Each issue will be printed and also available online for the beginning of each month see website addresses listed on page 16.

Next issue will be OCTOBER 2020 magazine – submissions up to 09:00 am Friday, 18^_ September
Items to the Editor – VIA EMAIL PLEASE: wheathillbeneﬁcemagazine@gmail.com

Dear Friends
Welcome back to the print version of this magazine! We've been online only for
the past few months, but are now able to recommence deliveries around our
villages. September will no doubt bring many challenges for all of us:
• Is it really safe to stop shielding and go out?
• How are children going to adjust to being back in school?
• What about my job will it last?
• How are my children/grandchildren going to Nind things
• When will the groups I've been used to attending restart, and when they do
should I go?
No doubt you can think of others that sum up your situation.
As churches and Christians in these villages we've been wrestling with the
same sort of questions, and trying to work out in our minds what we can do
when and how.

We have recommenced public worship, and the timetable of that for
September is in this magazine. It is possible that we'll need to add in
more services if our numbers are approaching the maximum we can
hold in any one church, with social distancing in place.
In that case we will announce it in church, amend notices outside
the churches and put details on our website wheathill.org. If you're
uncertain then please give me a call to check.
We can also now hold 'life event' services, we're only able to take the
maximum number that each church can hold, but if you'd like to talk to me
about baptisms, weddings or funerals then please do. Each can be in church,
although as I say numbers are limited. (The government limit is 30 but our
churches are all small so we're looking at less than 30).
So things are opening up, businesses are open, people are moving around and
we're all learning how to live with fear, anxiety and uncertainty in a new and
different way. Two verses from the Psalms that have really encouraged and
challenged me during this time are:
God met me more than halfway, he freed me from my anxious fears
(Psalm 34:4 The Message)
You have kept count of my tossings; put my tears in your bottle. Are they
not in your record?
(Psalm 56:8)
They reassure me, reminding me that God sees the tears, the pain, the anxiety
and fear and remembers them, his knowledge means that no matter how alone I
feel He is there, he is here and he comforts and holds us. But they also challenge
me, to therefore trust him with those fears and anxieties, with the uncertainties
that we face and ask him to help us to live within those anxieties and once again
to Nind ways to live.
These verses remind me of God's love, persistence and care and will be as true
tomorrow as they were yesterday, and for that I give thanks and enjoy the hope
that truth brings. So as we move into autumn and winter, continue to adjust to
guidelines, regulations and expectations may we remember God's love and care
each and every day.
With best wishes
Jane

Church Services

Some services will be Holy Communion, and as stated in the letter we may have
some extra 8:30am services as well, but it all depends upon the current situation,
so please use wheathill.org or the Wheathill BeneNice Facebook page for up-todate information.
Sunday, 6th September 10:30am – St Peter’s, Lydford
Sunday, 13th September 10:30am – All Saint’s, Kingweston
Sunday, 20th September 10:30am – St Mary Magdalene, Keinton
Sunday, 27th September 10:30am – Barton St David’s
Also at 4:00pm – Faith 'n Fun at St Mary Magdalene, Keinton
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From the Registers
We extend our condolences to the family and friends of
Gordon TINCKNELL of Keinton Mandeville who passed away on the 17ab June aged
85 Years. A graveside funeral service was held on Thursday, 2ⁿg July at St Mary
Magdalene Church, Keinton Mandeville.
Judith Margaret MORRIS of Castle House Nursing Home, Keinton Mandeville who
died at the home on Monday 15ab June aged 90 years. A service took place on
Tuesday, 30ab June at Taunton Crematorium.
Clace (“Kay”) Dorothy BRYNE of Shielings, West Lydford, who died at home on
Monday, 29ab June aged 92 years. A funeral service took place at Mendip
Crematorium on Thursday, 9ab July.

Church opening for private prayer
Following permission from the Government and Church of England and local
risk assessments, churches in the beneNice are open for private prayer as
follows:
Barton St David – Wednesday afternoon 2–4pm, please phone the
churchwarden Wendy Eitzen to conNirm time etc on( 01458) 850011
Keinton Mandeville – Tuesday and Friday afternoons 2-4pm
Kingweston – open 10am - 4pm daily
Lydford is not open at this time in order to minimise risk of infection and
transmission.

Keinton Mandeville Parish Church Openers – September 2020
As explained above, St Mary Magdalene Church will be open for limited
sessions and church openers will be arranged. Should you need to swap,
please could you let Emma know as well as the person due to hand the key
onto you.
As the situation evolves and if more access is possible, a full rota will be
published in the magazine. Meanwhile, if anyone else would like to help with
the locking and unlocking of the church, please call 223344.

Wheathill Priory Community Transport – WPCT
Like most organisations, during these abnormal times,
our community transport has been affected by the coronavirus
guidelines laid down by the government.
I am sorry to say that our community transport is still not back in service and
regrettably will not be so until the government social distancing rules are
relaxed. The problem is that our insurers will not cover us under the current
rules. I am afraid, therefore, that should you need transport you will have to rely
on kind friends, relatives and neighbours for a lift.
Once the distancing rules are relaxed and our insurers provide cover, we will
inform our regular clients by telephone that we are up and running and spread
the word to the wider community through this magazine, the village web site,
posters and word of mouth.
Keep safe and we look forward to seeing you again in the not too distant
future. Finally, if during this period of enforced inactivity you have had any
thoughts about joining our organisation as a driver please do get in touch with
me, Neill Thomas on 223613. We would be delighted to hear from you.

Keinton Mandeville Knit and Nafer Group
When the Coronavirus restrictions are lifted, Knit and Natter will again meet
every Monday afternoon from 2.00 until 4.00 p.m. at the Methodist Church Room.
New members, irrespective of ability, will always be welcome.
Open to everyone from all the villages. Ring 223344 for more information.
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Keinton Mandeville Methodist Chapel Weekly events Cancelled unol further nooce

Contents guide and details of events by Date and Page number
August 2020
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Beneﬁce Services Page 2

Wheathill Priory Group
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Virtual MeeEngs info:

Keinton Parish Council Update (Page 6)
Keinton WI details (Page 14)
Lydford 3rd Tuesday Group details (Page 7)
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Lydford Parish Council details (Page 7)
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Important News About

THE BIG BREAKFAST
It is with great regret that, due to the current situation, the
committee have unanimously decided that the
Big Breakfast planned for October 17]^
cannot go ahead in its usual form.
This key community event, held in Keinton Mandeville Village
Hall, is always a wonderful opportunity to draw families,
friends and neighbours together. It also serves as an
opportunity to fundraise for local groups and our three
nominated national charities; Bloodwise, Save The Children and
WHY (We Hear You)
The committee are in the process of establishing ways
in which we can still fundraise for
the groups and organisations we support.
PLEASE look out for future news through village websites,
Facebook, the Parish Magazine and posters around the village.
Thank You
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Bishop Peter
to undergo treatment for leukaemia
Posted on 3rd August 2020
in Headlines, News, From the Bishops
Bishop Peter is to undergo treatment for acute myeloid leukaemia.
He will step back from work immediately as his treatment begins this week. He
shared the news with his staff team earlier today and, in a letter to the diocese,
said he faced a “challenging” few months as he begins a course of chemotherapy.
He wrote: “This has been a challenging year for all of us and the
Coronavirus has meant that many of the things we had planned for this year
have either had to change or have been put on hold.
“I am writing now to inform you that I too am facing a challenging few
months.
“I have not been entirely well in recent weeks and on Friday I was
diagnosed with acute myeloid leukaemia. I am really grateful to the doctors
who I have been seeing and for the speed in which treatment is to be
provided.
“I have informed my colleagues on the Bishop’s Staff and I am conTident
that everything in the diocese will continue to run smoothly whilst I step back
for a while. Jane and I have a wonderful family who have been very
supportive and we are grateful to all our family and friends for their support,
encouragement and prayers. I shall continue to pray for you all and would
be grateful for your prayers.
“The psalm at Morning Prayer today had the words ‘The Lord is my
strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts.’ As I put my trust in the
hospital staff, who I know will provide me with the most wonderful care, I am
also trusting in the Lord, knowing that he too will watch over me in the days
ahead.”
Bishop Ruth, who began a period of annual leave and sabbatical just two
weeks ago, will return at the beginning of September and will be in regular touch
with staff until then.
She said: “I realise the news of Bishop Peter’s illness will come as a shock to us
all and we send him, Jane and the family our love and our commitment to pray for
him daily. We trust in the God who holds him in the palm of His hand and whose
love is unquenchable.
“I was planning a three month study leave to begin in August however I will be
deferring this for now. May Bishop Peter and all of us know the peace of God which
passes all understanding and may it keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge of
His love, for each of us, daily.”
As Bishop Peter begins his treatment for Acute Myeloid Leukaemia, the
Diocesan Healing Advisory Group offer the prayer below, starting with the words
from Psalm 28 that Bishop Peter quoted as he shared the news of his illness.
There is both peace and power in praying together – praying with and for each
other and offering our hopes and fears to the God who we believe is present in all
things.

O Lord, you are our strength and our shield.
Your love sustains us through all the challenges we face.
We place into your hands all who are facing challenges,
In this time of such uncertainty.
We hold before you all who are dear to us.
Particularly we pray for our Bishop, Peter,
His family and friends and all who love him,
As they face these coming months.
May they know your strength and protection,
Your healing and your love,
In the name of Jesus,
And in the power of the Holy Spirit,
Amen
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Keinton Mandeville Parish Council
(01458) 224593 Sun View, Babcary Lane, Keinton Mandeville – kmpcclerk@gmail.com
Privacy Notice: http://www.keintonvh.co.uk/village/PCArchice/KMPCPN.pdf

Parish Council Meeongs
During the current restrictions Parish Council meetings will continue to be held
remotely at the moment and details will be published on the website –
http://www.keintonvh.co.uk/village/Parishcouncil.php at least three days
beforehand. Details of how the public can join these meetings will also be
published on the website.
Next meeong – is planned to take place on 1pa September 2020 at 7:30pm.

PC Grants for local groups and organisaoons
The Parish Council has a grants budget for local groups and organisations, if you
would like to apply, please do so in writing via the clerk.

Public Footpath Through Lakeview
The public right of way through Lakeview (from Chistles Lane to Church Street)
is now fully reopen. The east side of the site remains fenced off to prevent public
access.

Dog Fouling
This is a plea for an end to the unhelpful practice of picking up dog waste and
then leaving the bagged waste in the hedge / on the ground. There are several
dog waste bins around the village, please make use of these.

Bonﬁres
The Parish Council would like to remind all residents of Keinton Mandeville to
exercise consideration regarding bonNires, including what is burnt on them.
Should you decide to have a bonNire, kindly note these recommendations: –
• DO Choose the time of day and weather conditions that will cause the
least inconvenience to neighbours.
• DO NOT burn damp grass clippings or ‘green’ material as this creates
thick smoke
• DO NOT burn any oily rags, rubber, plastics, damp garden waste or other
materials which would inevitably create heavy smoke or toxic fumes.
• DO NOT light a bonNire when your neighbours have washing drying, or
are out enjoying their gardens or have windows wide open.
• DO NOT light bonNires one hour before dusk, or leave them burning
overnight.
• DO NOT leave your Nire to smoulder for long periods. Never leave a Nire
unattended.
• DO advise your nearest neighbours before you light a bonNire so they can
be prepared for any minor inconvenience that may arise.

The Henry Livius Trust
The Livius Trust aims to provide items, services or facilities at Keinton
Mandeville Primary School to advance religion in accordance with the
doctrines of the Church of England. The Trustees are open to any
proposals to accord with the Trusts aims.

Rev. Jane Durham (01458) 223417
Deborah Whittingham (01458) 224057
Belinda Simson (01458) 223470 Neill Thomas (01458)223613
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Lydford Neighbourhood Watch – lydfordnhw@gmail.com
Emergency Call 999 Non - Emergency Call 101
To Remain Anonymous Call 0800 555111

Street Contacts
A37 – David Marten 01963 240571
Lydford on Fosse - Cary Road and Somerton Road – Tim Evans 01963 240507
East Lydford - Church Lane (A37 side) – Ian Poynter 01963 240424
Church Lane (Castle Cary side) Lynne Mitchell 07773 345092

West Lydford
South of the Brue – Anne Parkhouse 01963 240268/Mike Pauley 01963 240469
North of the Brue – Linda Foote 01963 240336
B3153 from Lydford traﬃc lights to boundary with Keinton Mandeville including
King o’ Mill – Janet Holden 07709 277893

Village Contact
Lynne Mitchell 07773 345092
lydfordnhw@gmail.com

Your Favourite Things Could Become Someone Else’s!!
Portable Computing Devices
Smartphones
Cash and Jewellery
Bicycles
Home Entertainment Systems
To protect your favourite things and help get them back if they were ever
to get stolen you can register on-line For Free on the UK Naoonal Property
Register https//:www.immobilise.com/

Lydford on Fosse Parish Council
Please check our website for details of our Virtual Monthly Meetings at:
lydfordonfosse.co.uk – Click on Parish Council, scroll down to that month’s agenda
and link for Zoom meeting on Nirst page of agenda.
lofpcclerk@gmail.com
Meeongs dates for 2020: August 13th, September 10th, October 8th, November
12th and December 10th.

Lydford Third Tuesday Group
Meeongs: Suspended until further notice.
We now have our own Third Tuesday website for members and friends
to keep in touch and share items of interest with everyone.
Link to website: https://lydford3t.btck.co.uk.
We will let members know as soon as we think it is the right time to
start up our meetings again and a revised programme of events will be put
on the Third Tuesday website. In the meantime, please send your
contributions for the website to Lesley.
Women Visitors are welcome to all our events held at 7:30pm on the
third Tuesday of most months in the Parish Hall, West Lydford.
Membership is £15 p.a. Please contact Sarah Gooder on 240698 or Lesley
Ridgley on 240837 if you would like more information or if you would like
to come along with someone. Everyone is welcome to attend our “Open
Meetings”
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Lydford and District Gardening Club
Whilst we are still in disjoint and different times it is probably worth
remembering the comfortable quote of Marcus Tullius Cicero. “If you have a
garden and a library you have everything you need.”
This was undoubtedly said or written before gin was invented but still does
contain a huge degree of veracity and solace. More of us probably have gardens
than have libraries but this is probably dependent on the deNinition of ‘library’. A
large, quiet room with a high vaulted ceiling, a wonderfully engineered set of
movable steps and countless volumes of un-read books is probably beyond the
aspirations of your average semi but the pile of ‘books which one ought to read’
on the bedside table or the stash of magazines, mostly about gardening, in the
‘small room of easement’ surely qualify as a modern library, as do the guilty
pleasure piles of Jack Reacher or Enid Blyton hidden in the back room.
The Gardening Club is yet to regather post-pandemic. Members should
watch this space or trawl their e-mails for the latest information. Use of the
Parish Hall is possible but not without limitations. Monty Don is keeping us
going on a Friday despite the sad demise of Nigel and cropping is still going well.
As the nights draw in too quickly for total ease here are a few more questions
designed to intrigue and educate. Rather in the manner of a radio wave
communication to a far-distant planet, the following 20 are sent out in the hope
that someone, anyone, out there will pick them up, decipher them into their own
language and then might even try to make contact with the source from whence
they came!

LDGC Quiz
This is the September magazine and September is a prime month for gardening.
Thus the questions will be brought to you, in Sesame Street fashion, by the letter
‘S’ and the Nirst 10 prime numbers!

“S”
1.

What is the name of the writer, famous for the creation of the garden, now
held by the National Trust, at Sissinghurst in Kent?

2.

Which original member of the Beatles was a ‘double s’ yet did not make the
Ninal, iconic, line-up of John, Paul, George and Ringo?

3.

Who played Spartacus, one of the leaders of the slave rebellion against
Rome, in the 1960 Nilm version of the Third Servile War.

4.

Known as Windscale prior to 1981, what is now the name of this
substantial industrial location, what does it do and in which County can it
be found?

5.

Drag up the name of the boiled sweets, largely cuboid in form, which came
in a packet similar in size to a modern, much-reduced, Mars bar. They
came in a variety of Nlavours including ‘Old English’. They were made by
Mars from 1950 to 1984.

6.

Which Nlower is the source of the famously expensive spice saffron. At
current prices the cost of the spice is c. £4,000 per kg. Turmeric generally
does a similar job without breaking the bank!

7.

Which town was the capital of Wessex c. 900A.D and the capital of
Somerset c.1300 but has since settled for a quiet retirement?

8.

Which television series featured the characters Bert, Ernie, Big Bird and,
most memorably, Count Von Count?

9.

What is now the name of the building once known as the Capella Magna
which features ground-breaking and back-breaking artwork by
Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni?

10.

In which County could you eat an oatcake whilst travelling on the Trent
and Mersey canal or the M.6. or sample a pint of Pedigree whilst admiring
the only medieval cathedral in this country to be blessed with three
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LDGC Quiz
… Cononuaoon

Prime Numbers
2.

Whilst there may be many ‘Dynamic Duos’, including a “famous” South
Korean pop group, the only genuine version is, of course, Batman and
Robin! In the original television series which actors played the pair and for
huge extra points what were the names of the crime Nighters’ characters in
the real world of Gotham City.

3.

Give the traditionally accepted names of the three wise men or magi as
referred to in the gospel of Matthew.

5.

What is the posh name given to the pattern of Nive objects with four at the
corners of a square or rectangle and one in the middle i.e. the usual pattern
of Nive spots on a die?

7.

Write down a list of all of the traditional ‘seven deadly sins’ or ‘cardinal
sins’ and work out how many of them you have committed since March
23rd 2020.

11.

Apollo 11 was the Nirst manned spacecraft to land on the moon. In what
year did this take place and can you remember the names of the astronauts
involved in the mission?

13.

Not the most original question but one that you probably guessed was
coming - what is the name given to the fear of the number 13? For anyone
of a more cerebral bent, perhaps you might try naming all of those who
were present at the Last Supper.

17.

A Haiku, the short poem which we can all write, has seventeen syllables in
three lines. What is the distribution of the syllables amongst the lines? For
dessert, which James Bond novel has a title which comes from the Nirst line
of a haiku that Bond tries to create?

19.

The element which has the atomic number of 19 is potassium. What is the
atomic symbol for potassium and what is the derivation of this symbol.
Potassium is one of the three main constituents of the fertiliser
“Growmore”. What are the other two elements in the mix and what is their
ratio?

23.

Two famous sports stars chose the shirt number 23 as an omen for good
fortune. One played for for Real Madrid and the other for the Chicago Bulls.
Who were they?

29.

And to Ninish in a blaze of glory, just a few things to think about the glorious
number 29.
In which world is the currency system such that there are 29 knuts in one
sickle?
According to popular music, which train is due to leave on ‘track 29’?
What is the probability, written as a fraction, of being born on February
29th?
If you have reached this point, well done! However, according to the latest
algorithm only a C grade is available due to the past performance of your
establishment!
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St Peter’s Church, Lydford on Fosse – Welcome to All Readers
Though Covid-19 is still very much with us, and will be for some time, life is very
slowly moving forward to resuming some sort of normality. We are learning to
live with the restrictions that are being made on us in an endeavour to keep the
spread of the virus in check.

First Services in the Beneﬁce were on the 75^_ Anniversary of V J Day
The Nirst Services in the BeneNice for four months were held on the 15ab August to
mark the 75ab Anniversary of V.J Day. One was held in Barton St. David and the
other in Lydford. Both Services were held outside round the two War Memorials.

It was a damp morning but that did not deter about forty people attending the
Service in Lydford. It was a moving Service recollecting on the experience of four
local men from Barton St. David.
There was an explanation of the Kohima
Epitaph and a Cry for Peace was read.
Services are now tentatively starting again in our Churches.
We are
monitoring how numbers attending develop so please keep an eye on the notice
board for Service times and locations.

Services to re-start at St Peter’s, Lydford
The Nirst two Services in Lydford will be on Sunday, 30ab August – 8:30 am
Morning Prayer and on Sunday,6ab September – 10.30 am Morning Prayer . We
are aiming to have our Harvest Celebration on Sunday, 4]^ October at 10:30 am.
We are also looking at when we feel it safe to open the Church for private
prayer. When the decision is made we will communicate to you as best we can.
We will also be holding the APCM in October but, as yet, do not have a Ninal date.

The Lord’s Larder in Yeovil
During the past four months St. Peter’s Church has donated £500 to the Lord’s
Larder in Yeovil. The money enables them to help, in some small way, to supply
food parcels to those in Yeovil and the surrounding area. Should you consider
that you would like to donate as an individual to this Charity please contact
either Ralph or Jennie who can give you the information.

The Walters and Pope Trust Fund (Lydford-on-Fosse)
❖ HELP! Do you know anyone in Lydford who needs help and/or support?
❖ It may be help with buying books for university.
❖ It may be help with buying tools or equipment for a new job.
❖ It may be support for someone who is ill, or who is caring for someone.

The Walters and Pope Trust Fund has a small annual income – the Trustees
would like to spend this money, fairly and discreetly, for the beneNit of anyone
who lives in Lydford. If there is anyone who would like assistance, please
contact the Trust in conNidence: Secretary, Caroline Seehra (New number) tel:
(01963) 240735 or The Treasurer, Ann Parkhouse tel: 01963 240268.
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VJ Day - The Kohima Epitaph
On Saturday 15ab August, along with the rest of the nation, we commemorated
the 75CD anniversary of VJ Day – Victory over Japan – with services at Barton
St David and Lydford. As part of the services we recited the Kohima Epitaph, as
indeed we do every Remembrance Sunday. One phrase in the Epitaph is “Tell
them of us”, and on this 75ab anniversary of VJ Day it is appropriate that we
remind ourselves what it is about.
The Epitaph commemorates those who fought and died at the Battle of
Kohima Ridge between April and June 1944, which ended once and for all
any Japanese aspirations to invade India, and proved to be the turning
point of the Burma campaign. It is often referred to as the Stalingrad of
the East.
The most well known action of the battle, and where some of the
Niercest Nighting took place, was in what became known as the Battle of the
Tennis Court in the grounds of the bungalow of the Area Deputy
Commissioner at the northern end of the ridge, and which included a
tennis court.
The combatants were dug in opposite each other, close enough to be
within grenade throwing range, and the almost continuous close quarter
hand to hand combat was brutal. It took the Japanese 11 days and nights
to capture this small area around the DC’s bungalow, and by the time they
did so it was too late. They were exhausted, having literally been fought to
a standstill, and half-starved as they were desperately short of food and
supplies. So they were not able to exploit their gain, and in any case the
British and Indian relief forces were by then arriving.
The relief force were astonished by the condition of the survivors. One
ofNicer, no stranger to the sights and horrors of war wrote:
"They looked like aged, bloodstained scarecrows, dropping with fatigue;
the only clean thing about them was their weapons, and they smelt of blood,
sweat and death."
The American historians Millet and Murray wrote about the Nighting at
Kohima:
"Nowhere in World War II – even on the Eastern Front – did the
combatants Tight with more mindless savagery".
The War Graves cemetery and memorial at Kohima are in what once was the
tennis court and grounds of the bungalow, and the Epitaph is carved on the
memorial.

“When you go home, tell them of us and say,
For your tomorrow, we gave our today”.

The Walters and Pope Trust Fund (Lydford-on-Fosse)
The Welcome and POPin Cafe
Good news we hope! We are considering starting up the Welcome & POPin Cafe
next month! Dependant on current events and guidelines at that time!!
Restaurants, pubs and cafes currently appear to be managing quite well, and
it is felt that our Cafe can be achieved albeit with a few changes... coffee and
tea (and the all-important Biscuits) served waitress style, at tables strategically
placed observing social distancing rules. I am sure we would all welcome getting
back to some kind of normalcy where possible!
Your support next month would be very welcome, current guidelines
permitting, we ask you to join us on Thursday, 1st October. However; we are
unsure if Lydford residents are ready at this time to imbibe our wonderful Coffee
and Biscuits – please let us know what you think!
Please contact the Trust in conNidence: Secretary, Caroline Seehra
tel: (01963) 240735 or The Treasurer, Ann Parkhouse tel: 01963 240268.
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We are a movement that will always walk in the footsteps of our founder. Mary
Sumner's legacy continues to invigorate and inspire us as we serve our
communities and spread hope and encouragement. Mary Sumner Day may be
different this year, in the midst of a global pandemic, but her very words should
give us pause to reNlect on our achievements.
She herself remarked 'A true home should be a lighthouse, shedding its beams
far and wide'. As members continue their essential work across Britain and
Ireland, and around the world, they are demonstrating that ours is a movement
that provides relief to those in need. Despite the huge difNiculties presented by
the current circumstance, Mothers' Union is still working against violence,
poverty, and injustice. We are working towards a better life.
Mothers' Union carries out vital work supporting families
in the UK prison system
04 Aug 2020
An often overlooked dimension of those affected by the prison system within the
UK is the families of prisoners. Almost 150 years ago, Mary Sumner recognised
that families are the fabric tying society together. It is in this same vein that the
movement she initiated works to assist families in need.
Mothers’ Union (MU) today works to serve families in all forms without
prejudice no matter their situation. This includes the families of people who have
been incarcerated and now Nind themselves having to engage with the prison
system.
Prison work is varied
MU’s prison work across Britain and Ireland takes various forms. However, the
main aim is clear, to keep families together. It is not simple work, it is everchanging. The politics and processes within the network of domestic prisons
make up a constantly shifting landscape. As prison governors are replaced and
new directives come into force, those who work with the residents of prisons and
their families must adapt their approach to secure continued access.
MU members provide support to those visiting prisons by holding short
courses on what they can expect from a Nirst visit. This is essential in relaxing
visitors so that they can get the most out of their time with the prison residents.
They also hold workshops which involve many of the services that come into
contact with the families. By collecting stories from parents and children already
within the system, they are able to highlight ongoing day to day issues, and
provide more targeted support.
Once a month at Onley prison in Coventry there are Family Days when a
maximum of twenty prisoners have their families come for a few hours. The
prisoners can play with their children and cuddle them which is not allowed on
normal visits. Coventry Diocese MU pay for buffet food at these Family Days.
In addition to the family days, at Christmas Coventry MU members buy
presents or donate new toys for visiting children to have a present from Father
Christmas (who is one of the ofNicers dressed up). This helps the children to form
positive associations with the overall experience.
In Low Newton, an all women prison in Durham, the focus is on supporting
the prison residents. MU actually holds services for them where they can
participate in prayers, readings and hymns. This is followed by a general update
on MU information and a cup of tea and a chat, where more pastoral support is
provided.
MU members put together packs for when they are coming up for their
release, containing toiletries and other household essentials. The work of MU in
Low Newton is key in building trust and encouraging people who have been
through the prison system once, to work hard not to reoffend.

The main aim is supporong Families
As can be seen from the activities in the prisons outlined here, prison work is
varied but has protecting families at its core. Unfortunately, much of this prison
work is on hold at the moment due to necessary restrictions to prevent the
spread of COVID-19. As soon as they are able to, members up and down the
country will be continuing this vital effort.
Notes from MU August 2020 e-Newslefer
mothersuniononline.or
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The Right Reverend Peter Hancock
Bishop of Bath and Wells
September 2020
I am writing this whilst receiving treatment in hospital,
although by the time you read this, I hope that I may be back
home having completed my Nirst course of chemotherapy.
The Nirst thing I want to say, and I am sure this is echoed
by so many, is what wonderful treatment and care I have
received from everyone in the hospital. Their kindness,
concern and professionalism are beyond words.
What is an unusual experience for me however, is that I have not been allowed to
leave my room and the doors and windows have been kept Nirmly shut. Looking
out of my window and craning my neck upwards I am just able to get a glimpse of
the sky outside. Without that I would not know whether it was sunny or cloudy
or raining outside. Not that I am in any way complaining. I am safe and receiving
the best care imaginable. It is also important whatever may happen to keep a
sense of proportion. I vividly recall hearing Terry Waite speak when he came to
the diocese on one occasion. It is unimaginable what he went through in those
1763 days in Beirut – the Nirst four years of which were spent in solitary
conNinement, blindfolded, in a basement room with no windows, with no books
or papers, chained to a radiator and sleeping on the Nloor. His courage and faith
are remarkable and have inspired so many people since. I remember him once
being interviewed and being asked what the happiest moment of his life was, one
that he would cherish forever. He replied: ‘When my blindfold was taken off
during my release in November 1991. I’d been in the dark – in a basement or
blindfolded - for years. For the Tirst time in Tive years I saw the sky, the grass, the
colours, and I felt the wind on my face.’
Terry Waite is also very clear about how the prayers of so many others
supported him through those years. As I write I am also very aware of all the
prayers that have and are being said for me. That is both humbling and
encouraging and once I am getting out and about again, I look forward to being
able to thank you personally.
With my thanks, best wishes and prayers for you,

Bishop Peter

PlotgateCSA Community Farm
Plotgate Community Farm is co-operatively run by its members, growing
seasonal vegetables on a 9-acre site in Barton St David. The Farm’s members can
collect, or have delivered, a weekly or fortnightly share of the produce, each box
containing at least 8 different types of vegetable. There are events, activities and
opportunities as well as fresh food all through the year.
Growing Inspiraoon Days – This month we’re holding two ‘Growing
Inspiration’ days, open to everyone from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm, with lively homegrowing discussions and plenty of practical activities. Each themed seasonal-task
morning in the gardens will Ninish with lunch together. In the afternoon there’ll
be time for more conversations, access to the Plotgate sowing guide and annual
plan, and help with any growing questions you may have.
Saturday 12^_ September: Squash Day – harvesting, sorting and weighing the
assorted varieties for storing and sharing through autumn and winter.
Saturday 26^_ September: Onion Day – planting onion sets to grow over-winter
for spring and summer harvest.
Being outdoors and in the open barn, we can be sociable at a distance, providing
hot drinks and soup – please bring your own mug, bowl, and spoon, and contact
us to book a place: info@plotgatecommunityfarm.org
Every Friday from 4 –7pm we have freshly-picked vegetables to collect from the
Barton Inn. If you’d like a share of the harvest – we also deliver on Monday
evenings and Saturday mornings - call or text 07817608283, or email :
info@plotgatecommunityfarm.org
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THE METHODIST CHAPEL, KEINTON MANDEVILLE
Minister: Rev Craig Manley
Reverend Craig Manley HCMANLEY Methodist Church, Somerset Mendip Circuit
Tel: 01963 351 598 : Mobile: 07900 687 264
hcmanley@outlook.com : craig.manley@methodist.org.uk
At the time of writing we are planning to hold a service at the Methodist Chapel
on Sunday, 6th September at 2:30 pm.
This is conditional on adequate anti-COVID-19 procedures being approved.
the service will be led by the Rev. Craig Manley. Please see the noticeboard for
future services.

Keinton Mandeville Methodist Hall
At present we are unable to open the hall for activity groups.

Keinton Mandeville WI
If looking to make friends and learn about new things,
look no further than our WI.
You will be surprised at what we oﬀer
The W.I. are making sure we keep in contact with members, sometimes via
internet group chats, quizzes etc. but also good old fashioned phone calls!!!
If anyone would like to join us and become a friend of the W.I. for the
duration of the lockdown then don’t hesitate. It won’t cost you a penny and we
will be delighted to include you in our communications.
Just email presidentwi@gmail.com

Another Parish Magazine Advert Success
Our Parish Magazine adverts really do work – both for advertisers and
customers.
In July I phoned Sally and Mark (Gardeners) for help and they
very quickly came, were happy and friendly, efNicient and worked hard.
My long, high and difNicult hedges were rapidly tamed. I am sure many
other people and businesses have also been helped by the local links the
Parish Magazine provides.
Thank you, Ian

To every cloud there’s a silver lining,
The darkest night must give way to dawn.
An aching heart isn’t sad for ever
Sorrows pass and new joys are born
The time seems long when you still are waiting
But if we wait with a trusting heart
Setting aside hurt and disappointment
The sun will shine and the clouds will part.

M.J.P.
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Coming together to help those in need
Posted on 31st July 2020 in News

Christians and churches in Weston super Mare have been working together to
support the homeless and those in poverty during the coronavirus crisis. Groups
already stretched, have been placed under increasing pressure because of the
pandemic, but have found new and innovative ways to help those in need.
In 2019 Government statistics revealed that nine areas in Weston super Mare
had were among the most deprived in England. The town relies heavily on the
tourist trade and the hospitality industry for employment, both areas have been
badly hit by coronavirus restrictions, leaving many without work. As a result,
Weston is expecting a new wave of homeless.
In an unusual move the charity Somewhere to Go has designed and built 18
individual pods for the homeless, to provide a safe and warm place to stay;

somewhere they can leave their belongings, clean their clothes and get a shower.

Alongside this, on-site advisors will provide help with housing, beneNits and
healthcare.
Barry Edwards from Somewhere to Go, says this is a step towards getting
people back on their feet

“It will provide people with dignity, privacy and wellbeing, because if
you are in a dormitory, you don’t get any privacy, and dignity and
your wellbeing starts to deteriorate. We want this to be a stop gap, a
way out of rough sleeping.”

.
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Posted on 29th June 2020
in Headlines, Connect, From the Bishops

Bishop Ruth, new patron of Send a Cow,
Launches Harvest resources
From July, Bishop Ruth will be a patron for the international development charity,
Send a Cow. The charity, based near Bath, helps families in rural Africa to grow their
own futures. To mark this new appointment, Bishop Ruth is calling on churches to
join Send a Cow in their Harvest celebrations, on-line or outside, during September or
October.
Bishop Ruth says, “I’m delighted to be invited to support Send a Cow in becoming
Patron. The development work SAC does in support of African rural life, environmental
concerns and in empowering women within their communities, are all areas I am
passionate about.
The Harvest appeal, which we now launch, is an invitation to all of us to do what we
can to ensure that our African sisters and brothers share with us in a fruitful future as
we emerge from the pandemic. As Christians, we may not be able to gather across
different cultures physically, but we hope that we can celebrate God’s good gifts to us
whether online or in other innovative ways, within restrictions. Do join in!”
Send a Cow have created free Harvest Resources for an online church service,
including a special Harvest video, to tell your congregation about families like Dessie’s
from Ethiopia, and what Harvest means to them. You can sign up to access Bishop
Ruth’s special Harvest reNlection video to share via video link.
Send a Cow, which was set up 30 years ago by Christian dairy farmers from
the South West has helped over 2 million people in rural Africa grow their
own futures, free from poverty and hunger. It’s true that these farmers sent
cows to Africa on planes, in response to the 1988 famine in Uganda, but now
the charity helps family farmers through training in gender and social
exclusion, sustainable agriculture and enterprise skills.
Nigel Varndell, Director of Development says, “We are thrilled to formally welcome
Bishop Ruth to the Send a Cow family. Her interest in our work and her support for
families in rural Africa is inspiring to us all. As families in Africa learn to adapt to a
changing climate it’s vital for us to connect with congregations and communities, both
to be thankful this Harvest and help our neighbours, too.”
For more information and a free pack to help you celebrate visit:
www.sendacow.org/harvest

This magazine is produced by the
Wheathill Beneﬁce Parochial Church Council
The Parish Magazine is now back in print but will also be available on the
Benefice Website: wheathill.org as well as on the village website
bartonstdavid.org.uk plus kingweston.net keintonmandeville.com
and linked via lydfordonfosse.co.uk plus the copies emailed to contacts
on Facebook.
Starting with this September issue, a copy will be delivered free to every
house in the villages of Barton St David, Keinton Mandeville, Kingweston,
Lydford on Fosse and Wheathill by our much valued volunteers.

Please tell any business you may use from adverts shown on pages 2 - 16
that you saw their advert in the Wheathill BeneTice Parish Magazine

