
Wheathill Priory Benefice  

“Jesus Lives: Follow Him” 

Sunday 22 November 2020 Christ the King 
Topics of discussion in the media at the moment (other than Corona Virus) 

include the current and future leadership of the USA, circumstances around 

an interview 25 years ago of vulnerable and yet powerful woman and who is 

going to be crowned ‘king of the castle’! 

All three of these, whatever view we hold on each one, are concerned with 

leadership, popularity and use of power.  Around us every day we see 

examples of this, indeed it could be argued that the government has far 

more obvious influence on our lives than in pre-covid times.  Leadership, 

governance and popularity are at the heart of so much. 

So as we come to the festival of Christ the King on the last Sunday of the 

church’s year, we do so with our own take on leadership, popularity and 

governance.  In the readings for this week we see a king who is radically 

different from all those we see around us.  A king who is the good shepherd, 

who wants the best for his sheep, to the extent that he is prepared to put 

himself in danger for them.  A king who is totally just, and whose 

judgements will be wise and right.  A king who we can trust with our lives in 

any and every circumstance.  A king who comes to seek and to search for us, 

who feeds and cares for his ‘flock’ so that they can lie down and rest. 

This is Christ the King, and this King will one day be seen in all his glory as he 

comes to judge the world.  That is our hope.  But we also are beginning to 

look towards welcoming Christ the King, as a baby in a manger, a king 

without a home, without a bed and without creature comforts.  This is 

Christ the King, and the one who we come to worship. 

So today, maybe you could ask yourself, ‘If Jesus is king, how much of my 

life is he king over?’ and ‘If his kingship is one of self-giving and love, how do 

I demonstrate family characteristics?’ 



Readings and worship 

22 November Psalm 95:1-7, Ezekiel 34;11-16, 20-24, Matthew 25:31-end 

23 November Psalm 96, Isaiah 40:1-11, Revelation 14:1-13 

24 November Psalm 97, Isaiah 40:12-26, Revelation 14:14 – end of 15 

25 November Psalm 112, Isaiah 40:27-41:7, Revelation 16:1-11 

26 November Psalm 125, Isaiah 41:8-20, Revelation 16:12-end 

27 November Psalm 139, Isaiah 41:21-42:9, Revelation 17 

28 November Psalm 145 Isaiah 42:10-17, Revelation 18 

29 November Psalm 80:1-8, Isaiah 64:1-9, Mark 13:24-end 

 

Forthcoming worship 

Obviously we do not yet know precisely what the Government guidelines 

will be with regard to worship after 2 December, but we are assuming that 

services will restart on 6 December.  We plan to hold the following services 

that day: 

8:30am Holy Communion Barton St David 

12:45pm Baptism Lydford 

4pm Faith ‘n Fun Christingle and Advent Star Keinton Mandeville 

Churchyard (please bring a picnic rug and chairs & dress appropriately, we 

will have gazebos up) 

 

Other forthcoming events 

Our Advent course begins this week, on Tuesday evening (7:30pm) and 

Wednesday afternoon (2:30pm).  For the first week this will be entirely 

online, Zoom details are on the Zoom sheet attached to the email.  Once we 

can gather together again the afternoon group will take place in Keinton 

Church.  Our theme are links between the Christmas narrative and events in 

our world today. 

 

The benefice quiz takes place on Friday 4 December 7:30pm on Zoom 

please Register with Trevor Ryder on rydert@hotmail.co.uk (or text to 

mailto:rydert@hotmail.co.uk


07773 397208) in order to be given further instructions on how to prepare 

for the Quiz and how to make a donation should you wish 

 

Christmas services 

6 December 4pm Keinton Churchyard is our Christingle and Advent Star 

service, yes we know the star will be alight before then as next Sunday is 

Advent Sunday, but we will still celebrate and enjoy the ‘switch-on’ together 

at the Christingle. 

 

13 December 4pm Lydford we have a ‘Blue Christmas’ service.  This is a 

quiet and reflective service, with some carols and an opportunity to recall 

the Christmas story and to consider its meaning in the world we find 

ourselves in.  Whilst it might be particularly appropriate for those who 

anticipate Christmas with a certain amount of uncertainty, it is open to all 

who would like to come. 

 

Next week’s bulletin will have details of how to book for our Christmas 

services, we are asking people to book for all services between the carol 

service on 20 December 2:30pm in Kingweston Grain Store and the 10:30am 

service on Christmas morning.  There have been some changes to the usual 

times, so please wait for next week’s news sheet. 

 

In the meantime I hope that you have a good week and stay safe 

 

 

 

 

 

 


