
Wheathill Priory Benefice  

“Jesus Lives: Follow Him” 

Advent Sunday 29 November 2019 
 

Happy New Year 

No, I haven’t lost the plot, well not entirely, this Sunday is the first day of 

the church year and we begin to read the Gospel of Mark together, for 

much of the year.  There are times when we move to John’s Gospel, but 

Mark is where our focus is. 

As a Gospel Mark’s is the shortest, over half of it is taken up with the 

journey to Jerusalem and at times Mark leaves us breathless with the speed 

at which things happen.  Chapter 1 is a classic example of this with a 

repeated use of the word ‘immediately’.  Read it and you’ll get the picture.   

This Sunday we read part of the most difficult chapter in the entire Gospel, 

the ‘mini apocalypse’ which conflates events in Jerusalem from AD70 

onwards and the second coming of Christ, the focus for this week’s 

reflection and Gospel. Jesus challenges us to keep awake, to be alert, 

watching for what God is doing amongst us and ready for Christ to come 

again. 

Advent is of course also the time when we start our build up to Christmas, 

preparing to tell the story and celebrate God’s coming among us once again.  

Inside this bulletin are details of our services in December and how to book 

for the Christmas ones.  We are in tier 2 which places some additional 

restrictions on us but public worship in church is allowed and in our risk 

assessments and preparing for weekly worship we will continue to do all we 

can to enable that worship to take place in a way that keeps people safe.  

Obviously coming to worship in churches (or outside them in some 

instances) is something for you to decide upon.  There is no expectation 



that all will or should come.  It is entirely your decision.  We are operating a 

booking system for Christmas to enable that worship to take place safely 

and without more people coming than we have the capacity for.   

So please make decisions based on your personal circumstances, the 

afternoon service on 13 December is going to be a quiet and reflective carol 

service and may be one you’d like to come to, but there are others too.  If 

you are not able to worship in person but would like Christmas Holy 

Communion then please let Jane Durham know and arrangements will be 

made for you to receive in your own home. 

Readings and worship week beginning 29 November 

Sunday 29 Advent Sunday Isaiah 64:1-9, Psalm 80:1-8, 18-20, Mark 13:24-

end Worship on YouTube 

Monday 30 St Andrew Psalm 47, Ezekiel 47:1-12, John 12:20-32 

Tuesday 1 Psalm 80, Isaiah 43:1-13, Revelation 20 Advent Group on Zoom 

7:30pm 

Wednesday 2 Psalm 7, Isaiah 43:14-end, Revelation 21:1-8 Advent Group 

on Zoom 2:30pm 

Thursday 3 Psalm 42, Isaiah 44:1-8, Revelation 21:9-21 

Friday 4 Psalm 25, Isaiah 44:9-23, Revelation 21:22-22:5 

Saturday 5 Psalm 9, Isaiah 44:24-45:13, Revelation 22:6-end 

Sunday 6 8:30am Holy Communion Barton St David (available on YouTube) 

 12:45pm Baptism of Felix Bliss Lydford on Foss 

 4pm Faith ‘n Fun Christingle & Advent Star Keinton Churchyard 

Monday 7 9:00am Morning Prayer Keinton Mandeville 

 

Benefice Quiz  

This takes place on Friday 4 December, see the poster attached to the 

email, on Zoom.  Please register with Trevor Ryder on rydert@hotmail.com 

(or text to 07773 397208) in order to be given further instructions on how 

to prepare for the Quiz and how to make a donation should you wish. 

mailto:rydert@hotmail.com


Choir CD/DVD 

As you probably know our choir have been busy and have produced several 

songs during lockdown, which are all available here: on our YouTube 

channel, under the choir playlist, or here:  

Lynne Kirkman is making a CD/DVD of them available, and says this: 

‘We are hoping, trying, to put together a DVD of all the choir songs that we 

have done this year.  Ideal Christmas presents!!! 

We hope that they will be available from the middle of next month, please 

let me know if you would like to pre-order 1 ..... (or2)  

Due to copyright issues we will not be selling them but all donations 

received will be split between The Lord's Larder & Choir/Church funds. 

Please contact her to order your copies on lynnekirkman16@gmail.com  

or by phone on 01458850040 

 

December Services and booking details 

December 13 8:30am Holy Communion Keinton Mandeville,  

  10:30am Morning Prayer Barton St David 

  4:00pm ‘Blue Christmas’ Lydford on Fosse 

  A quiet and reflective Christmas service 

December 20 8:30am Holy Communion Barton St David 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to services over Christmas week, and 

have made the following plans.  Obviously if Government guidelines 

prohibit worship then we will rethink and move online and any 

changes to these plans will be posted on the parish website 

https://wheathill.org/  or outside our churches. 

If you would like to attend any of the services listed below then please follow 

the booking instructions. This will help both with managing capacity and 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5IFXQG_bfW00yCULm-YgH_snnBXZGw54
file:///C:/Users/work/Desktop/lynnekirkman16@gmail.com
https://wheathill.org/


complying with track and trace requests, enabling people to access the 

locations quickly and easily. Please do let the person taking bookings know 

if you book a place and subsequently do not need it. 

For all services please come with a mask for anyone over the age of 12 

(advisory at the crib service, needed at all others) and please don’t come if 

you have any Covid symptoms. For the Carol and Crib service please bring 

chairs and dress appropriately for the outside conditions. The Carol Service 

is under cover, and hence dry, but unheated and so resembles the 

outdoors! 

To Book your place: If possible please go to https://wheathill.org/ and 

follow the link on the front page to the booking form. 

 

Otherwise the following people are taking bookings: 

20 December 2:30pm Carol Service at Kingweston Grain Store TA11 6BE 

(also on YouTube/CD or DVD if requested, please request by 14/12)  

Booking Jonathan Beardsworth 01963 240929 

wheathillbenefice@gmail.com 

24 December, Christmas Eve – 4:00pm Crib Service Keinton Mandeville 

Churchyard (under gazebos) 

Booking Rachel Wilcox 01458 224644 r.kaywillcox@gmail.com 

24 December, Christmas Eve – 8:00pm Holy Communion Lydford (also 

livestreamed to YouTube) Booking Jennie Cooper 01963 240236 

jennifer.cooper245@btinternet.com 

Christmas Eve 11:15pm Holy Communion Keinton Mandeville 

Booking Stephen Jenkins 07831 505 170 familyjenkins@hotmail.com 

Christmas Day 25 December 08:30am Holy Communion Barton St David 

Booking Carolyn Browning 01458 851617 carolynbrowning@aol.com 

Christmas Day 25 December 10:30am Christmas Celebration Lydford 

Booking Jennie Cooper 01963 240236 jennifer.cooper245@btinternet.com 

 

It is going to be different, but we hope to see you and look forward to 

celebrating with you. 
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