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Wheathill Priory Benefice  

“Jesus Lives: Follow Him” 

Advent Sunday 29 November 2020 
 

THE BIDDING 
It is time for us to wake out of sleep, for deliverance is nearer now 
than it was when first we believed.  It is far on in the night; day is 
near.  Let us therefore cast off the deeds of darkness and put on our 
armour as soldiers of the light. 

The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you and also with you. 

  

THE COLLECT FOR ADVENT SUNDAY 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 

that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Lighting of the Advent wreath 

People of God: awake! 
The day is coming soon 
when you shall see God face to face. 
Remember the ways and the works of God. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/the-lobster/3710442473
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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God calls you out of darkness 
to walk in the light of his coming. 
You are God’s children.  
Lord, make us one as we walk with Christ 
today and for ever. 
Amen 
 
Light a candle in the darkness Light a candle in the night 
Let the love of Jesus light us Light a candle in the night 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 64:1-9 

Hymn: Longing for light 

SECOND READING: Mark 13:24-37 

Reflection 

What does the world feel like to you right now?  Fearful, 
uncertain, hopeful, difficult… text this week ‘All OK but 
looking forward to the end of 2020.  I’m exhausted’ 

Mark’s Gospel written against the backdrop of revolt against Roman rule, 
which predictably was brutally quashed.  Chapter 13 moves backwards & 
forwards between that time and the time of Christ’s return.  At times it is 
difficult to know whether the verses are speaking of the C1AD event, or 
Christ’s return. 

So on Advent Sunday, when we focus on preparing for the coming King 
what can we say? 

1. He will come 

Waiting for a train that is delayed, keeps on being delayed, but as long as 
the board doesn’t say cancelled you know that it will come, may be 
uncertain about leaving position because don’t want to miss the train. 

Unlike a train Jesus isn’t late, also unlike a train we don’t have the precise 
timetable for when he will come.  There will be warnings and signs, but 
they’re not giving us a precise time.  Leaves (fig here, but any tree in 
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reality) don’t always appear on the same day @ the same time…. But when 
we see the buds, we know that the time is near. Jesus will come. 

2. We are to be ready for that coming 

‘Keep awake’, remember in the summer one of the Government slogans 
‘stay alert’.  Lots of fun made of that one, may not have been the best 
choice (it was dropped quite quickly for hands, face, space).  But as 
followers of Christ we’re called to ‘keep awake’ to ‘stay alert’ to, like a 
good scout ‘be prepared’.  We do this by keeping a short account with 
God, with family, with friends. 

• Prepared by learning from scripture which will endure for all time 

• Prepared by participating in life, learning, watching & listening, not 
dominating our lives but reminding & recalling us back to God 

• Prepared because we do not want to be found unprepared. 

At Easter used a stole from my friend, using it again now, Advent, the glory 
& beauty of the coming king, but also the explosion and power of the 
coming king. 

Advent is our time to look to our lives and to be prepared.  Are you ready 
for the coming king?  Are you assisting others to be ready too? 

My soul is waiting for you, O Lord: 
in your word is my hope. 
My soul is waiting for you, O Lord: 
in your word is my hope. 
There is forgiveness with you, 
so that you shall be feared. 
In your word is my hope. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit. 
My soul is waiting for you, O Lord: 
in your word is my hope.        from Psalm 130 
Prayers 
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Hymn: Come thou long expected Jesus 

What is an LWA? 

Intercessions 

Awaiting his coming in glory, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name…. 

 
CONCLUSION   
The night is far spent, the day is at hand,  
Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness 
and put on the armour of light.  

Come, O Lord, comfort the soul of your servant Even so, Lord, come.  
O Lord Jesus Christ, come at evening time, with light, 
and in the morning, with your glory,  
to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
He who receives our prayers says:  
Surely I come quickly I am the root and offspring of David 
I am the bright and morning star. Amen.  Even so, come Lord Jesus.  
 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon us, scatter the darkness 
from before our path, and make us ready to meet him when he 
comes in glory;  

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among us and remain with us always. 
Amen.  

 
 

Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this 

service, is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2006. 


