
Wheathill Priory Benefice  

“Jesus Lives: Follow Him” 

Sunday 14 February 2021 
No doubt up and down the land & around the world there are people who 

have woken up today in the hope of a card, bouquet of flowers, special 

meal at some point or some other token of love, affection, and 

appreciation, because 14 February is of course St Valentine’s Day. 

The original Valentine is a coming together of two different individuals, both 

called Valentine.  One, a bishop was martyred in 273, the other was a priest 

who was also martyred in the third century.  Their deaths remind us of the 

difficulty of life as a Christian in an era of persecution. 

St Valentine’s day as a day to declare love is probably linked to a marriage 

song written by John Donne to celebrate the marriage of Princess Elizabeth, 

the daughter of James I who married Frederick on 14/2/1632.  This song 

linked Valentine and fertility symbolism, this combined with spring mating 

rituals of birds and a pagan festival has led to St Valentine’s Day as we know 

it! 

But however, we come to this day we come secure in the knowledge that 

we see love clearly in the face of Jesus Christ, his coming among us, showing 

and sharing love with us, dying and rising again.  That demonstration of love 

is one that encourages us, today and every day to keep walking in his 

footsteps and worshipping him. 

So, whatever you do this weekend, whether or not it includes flowers, cards 

or chocolates may you know this love of God, and the love of others shown 

in the ways that we continue to support and encourage one another as 

lockdown continues.  It is probably a good thought to take us into our 

preparations for the beginning of Lent on Wednesday. 

 



Morning Prayer Readings etc (From Thursday these 

come from #LiveLent) 

Sunday Psalm 50:1-6, 2 Corinthians 4:3-6, Mark 9:2-9 

Monday Psalm 44, Jeremiah 1, John 3:1-21 

Tuesday Psalm 48, Jeremiah 2:1-13, John 3:22-end 

Wednesday Psalm 38 Daniel 9:3-6, 17-19, 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

7:30pm Ash Wednesday Service on Zoom and YouTube (livestream)  

Thursday Psalm 77, John 20:1-18 

9am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

Friday Psalm 3 Matthew 4:18-20 

Saturday Psalm 71 John 1:45-47 

Sunday coffee at 10:00am continues, details on Zoom sheet attached. 

 

Phone Church 

We have set up a phone line that you can use (for the cost of a local call so 

probably free for most) to listen to a reading, the reflection and prayers of 

intercession for the week.  The 

phone number is 01458 552155.  The 

service will be available from 

Saturday evening. 

 

There is also the Church of England 

Daily Hope phone line, which has 

hymns, prayers and reflections. 

 

 

Lent 

Lent begins on 17 February with our Ash Wednesday service.  The service 

will be on YouTube and on Zoom at 7:30pm.  We are delivering Ash 

Wednesday stones to all those on the weekly mailing list and on electoral 

rolls.  If you would like more or know someone who would like one there 

are extra stones in the porches of our churches. 

 



For our Lent course this year we’re going to use the 

Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent materials.  There are several 

ways that you can join in: 

1. By reading the book ‘Living His Story’ by Hannah 

Steele (costs between £8-10 depending on where you 

buy it!), which has 6 chapters encouraging us to think 

about how we can better tell our and God’s story. 

2. By using the #LiveLent materials.  These are 

available as both a booklet, costing about £1.99 or 

as an App that will be available nearer the time.  If 

you would like this booklet please let Jane know by 

Sunday 31 January so that there is time to order for 

everyone.  The app will be available from Aimer 

Media in your app store 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.livelent   

3. By joining in the weekly discussion on Zoom, this will happen on a 

Wednesday evening at 7:30pm starting on Wednesday 24 February 

and running until Wednesday 31 March. 

The book and #LiveLent will form the basis of the Lent group but it is not 

essential to have read either to join the group. 

 

Food Bank 

As is their tradition Keinton Parish is collecting donations for the 

Glastonbury foodbank.  Donations are collected from the porch of Keinton 

Church, if you’d rather give money then please put it in a labelled envelope 

and put it through Emma Stevens’ door.  Thank you to all those who have 

already donated, it is all gratefully received. 

Please turn over for this week’s prayers of Intercession 

https://spckpublishing.co.uk/living-his-story
https://spckpublishing.co.uk/living-his-story
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/livelent-2021-church-resources-gods-story-our-story
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.livelent


Prayers of Intercession from Jan Craig 

Today is St Valentine’s Day.  He was a roman Priest in the time of Claudius II 

and was imprisoned for helping Christian Martyrs.  He restored the sight of 

the prison warden’s daughter.  Perhaps this is why we remember his day 

with love.  But we know that a greater love comes form God who gave his 

son to die that we might live.  There is no greater love than that. 

We hold that truth in our hearts as we pray. 

O God reign over us in spite of our shortcomings, may the fire of your love 

quench every other fire, for you are the source of all good.  Grant us the 

grace of loving you in Jesus name. Amen 

Lord God of every place and time, we are often lost in nostalgia.  We think 

that life in the past was simple, that communities were more friendly and 

earning a living more straightforward.  Help us to recover from that 

backward look and face the new realities of our neighbourhood, the mixture 

of races, cultures and faiths, the mobility of young people; and to see the 

opportunity and hope.  Enable us to create new communities where mutual 

respect and support give evidence of your gift of love. 

Lord in your Mercy Hear our prayer 

Father, you do not protect us against catastrophes, but in them you come to 

our aid.  It is in the midst of the tempest and misfortune that a wonderful 

zone of peace, serenity and joy burst in us if we dwell in your grace and 

love.  You do not help us before we help ourselves, but when we are at the 

end of our resources you manifest yourself and we begin to know that you 

have been there all the time.  Now we remember with love all those who 

need our prayers in these stressful times. 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your son our Saviour 

Jesus Christ.  Amen  


