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Are you unable to leave home during this lockdown?
Do you need prescriptions collected from Castle Cary, Street, Somerton
(or further afield by arrangement)?
Do you need anything else collected?
If so, please phone 07421700242 or email: rev.jane/durham@gmail.com (Jane Durham) and let her know
and a volunteer will be in touch with you to find out details and deliver your prescription to you.

Book Review
I read this book recently and would love to commend it to you. This is a book that is
about growing older written by a local geriatrician. Dr Lucy has real compassion and
understanding of her patients which shines through every page. Her targeted cliental
have been considered from size of print, nice thick pages (hardback copy) that are
easy to turn and hold.
I loved the combination of story to demonstrate the point, details of where to Bind
more information if one wants to know details of Acts of Parliament etc.
Her sense of humour is evident (I was laughing out loud in places) but so is her
empathy and compassion. It is a good read for anyone of any age, those concerned for
their own aging, for aging parents or grandparents, or just wanting to think about how
society responds to the older generation. I will be recommending it to anyone and
everyone, thank you Dr Lucy.
Jane

Next issue will be the MAY 2021 magazine – submissions up to 09:00 am Friday, 23 April
Items to the Editor – VIA EMAIL PLEASE: wheathillbeneﬁcemagazine@gmail.com

Easter Worship
Holy Week: Palm Sunday 28th March, Service on Wheathill BeneBice on YouTube
and 4:00pm Faith ‘n Fun in Keinton Mandeville Churchyard.

Easter Trail begins

(A trail in the four churchyards, with easter eggs on offer for all children who
complete the questions, one egg for each child in each churchyard! Forms can be
collected from church porches) runs until 18th April.
Compline on Zoom Monday 29th, Tuesday 30th, Wednesday 31st March 7:30pm ,
contact Jane Durham for sign in details.
Thursday 1st April, Maundy Thursday Service on Zoom and uploaded to YouTube,
starting at 7:30pm. Friday 2nd April, Good Friday 7 last words available on
YouTube from 9am.
Easter Day 4 April 10:30am Easter Holy Communion in Lydford Car Park and
Churchyard. Please book on Wheathill.org to assist with track and trace. Please
bring your own chairs and dress appropriately for the weather on the day! This
service will also be live-streamed onto the Wheathill YouTube site.
Weekly in-person worship re-commences on Easter Day and details are below
Date

Time

Service & Comments

Church / Locakon

1cd April

7:30 pm

Maundy Thursday
Worship

Zoom
streamed to YouTube

2ⁿf April

From
09:00 am

Good Friday
‘ 7 last Words ’

On YouTube
from 9:00 am

4dn April

10:30 am

Easter Day
Holy Communion

Outside in Carpark/Churchyard
Lydford on Fosse

11dn April
Easter 2

10:30 am

Morning Worship
in church

Lydford

18dn April
Easter 3

10:30 am

Morning Worship
in church

Keinton Mandeville

25dn April
Easter 4

10:30 am
4:00 pm

Morning Worship
in church
Faith ’n Fun

Barton St David

2ⁿf May
Easter 5

10:30 am

Morning Worship
in church

Keinton Mandeville Churchyard
Kingweston

All Morning Services from Easter Day will either be streamed to YouTube
simultaneously or uploaded aoer the service has ended

Churches in the beneﬁce are open for private prayer as follows:
Barton St David – Wednesday afternoon 2-4pm & Sunday mornings 10-11:30 am
Keinton Mandeville – Tuesday & Friday afternoons 2-4pm
Kingweston – open 10am - 4pm daily

Keinton Mandeville Parish Church Openers – 2021
St Mary Magdalene Church will be open for limited sessions and church openers
will be arranged. Should you need to swap, please could you let Emma know as
well as the person due to hand the key onto you.
If more access is possible, a full rota will be published in the magazine.
Meanwhile, if anyone else would like to help with the locking and unlocking of
the church, please call 223344.
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Dear friends
I wonder which is your favourite season.
I enjoy most of them for different reasons, they all have bits to them which I
love. In Spring I appreciate the life and hope. Whether that is from the birds
collecting material for their nests, the carpets of primroses, daffodils and gardens
bursting into life, lengthening days, beginning to shed layer of clothing, and by no
means least the mud drying up!
Spring this year obviously also has other signs of hope, as more of us are
vaccinated (I will be very soon!) we begin to anticipate seeing family and friends
again, children and young people return to full time school, and our pubs,
hairdressers and ‘non-essential’ shops prepare to reopen.
In the Northern Hemisphere Spring is also inextricably linked to Easter in the
life of the church, and beyond that in bakeries, chocolate shops and maybe easter
bonnets! It is right that there is that link because at the heart of Easter (and of
spring) is the surprise of new life. There comes a point in December/January
when it can feel as if the dark, cold and damp is going to last forever. We know
that it won’t but sometimes in the midst of winter that is hard to remember.
Then the snowdrops, crocus, hellebores and other plants begin to emerge and
hope dawns again. As it does with each lengthening day and increasing amounts
of sunlight. For Jesus’ disciples all that they had lived and hoped for came
crashing down around their ears and their friend and teacher hung on the cross.
They watched him die and wondered if they would be next to be arrested.
But it was not to be, out of the hopelessness of that Birst Good Friday, came
the long wait on the Sabbath to go and anoint the body, followed by the shock
that the tomb was empty, and the grave clothes folded. The women had a
message and a half for the disciples and followers of Jesus. One they were not to
sure about. There were plenty of good reasons to doubt and disbelieve them but
Jesus comes into their midst, calms their fears offers life and hope and proclaims
peace to them.
I wonder if this spring that the message we need to hear is one of: hope in the
midst of fear, peace in the place of anxiety and his presence with us whatever we
face today, or tomorrow.
Without doubt the past year has tested us beyond anything we expected or
had ever experienced in recent decades, certainly in this country and most of the
western world. But as we come to Easter, as our churches begin to reopen for in
person worship, and life once again changes and we adjust, maybe we can stop,
thank God for that new life, the offer of life we have. Maybe too whatever you
face in this next season the truth of Jesus’ resurrection may bring hope and
encouragement to you as together we negotiate this phase in the life of our
families, communities, nation and world.
With best wishes for a Happy Easter
Jane

From the Registers
We extend our condolences to the family and friends of:

Raymond (“Ray”) PORTER, a lifelong resident of Barton St David, who died on
2ⁿf February after a 13 year battle with cancer aged 74 years. The funeral and
burial took place at Barton St David on Wednesday 24gh February.

Mary Elizabeth FOX of MayBield, Peacocks Hill, Barton St David who died at
Yeovil District Hospital on Saturday 13gh February aged 88 years. A cremation
took place at Mendip Crematorium on Tuesday 2ⁿf March, followed by a
Thanksgiving Service at Barton St David on Thursday 4gh March
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Keinton Mandeville Methodist Chapel
Weekly events Cancelled unkl further nokce
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Gladys Pearl BARRETT of Keinton Mandeville
Just a word of thanks to friends and neighbours who showed
such care and support over the last few months when Mum
was poorly. Also for the cards and kind messages, it really
meant a lot.
Jean Maynard
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Beneﬁce Choir
“we all a-need somebody to lean on.”
As we begin to see a glimmer of light along this year-long
tunnel we have been living through, I [Lynne] would like to
take a moment to thank all the choir members for their
support.
Our weekly zoom rehearsals are not without problems, but it is wonderful to
be together, to meet for a chat, to learn new songs, revisit old favourites and to
practise for our recordings. It has been amazing to be able to continue to support
our online services in this BeneBice. Music, especially singing, has a special place
within worship, enabling us to join together to sing and praise our Heavenly
Father. We have certainly all needed each other and one of our latest songs,
“Lean on me”, was just so timely.
This arrangement has the well-known words and music of Bill Withers
coupled with a less familiar song “Leaning on the everlasting arms” by Hoffman &
Showalter. If you haven’t already, have a listen on the Wheathill BeneBice
YouTube page – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v+3culpoWN-K0
At the moment we are busy preparing for all the
Easter services – that’s about 6 or 7 new recordings to be
getting on with! Zoom choir practices continue
[Thursdays 1900-1945 for tenors & basses and
2000-2045 for altos & sopranos] To help choir members
with their recordings [which in themselves are often very
entertaining!] a guide track to sing along to is provided
for each section and the music is then compiled by Lynne
or Trevor.
We have welcomed some new voices recently, so please don’t hesitate to
contact Lynne Kirkman on (01458) 850040 if you too would like to join in.

Keinton Mandeville Environmental Group
Update 12/03/21
We are a new environmental group in the village. We want to foster respect and
knowledge of the wildlife habitats and landscape in our area, and encourage
people to care for it. We live in a beautiful rural spot. Let's look after our wildlife
spaces for ourselves, our children and grandchildren.
We hope you have enjoyed planting the trees and shrubs we obtained. Rest
assured, if there are any left over, they will not go to waste. They are all FREE,
however feel FREE to donate to a charity of your choice if you wish!
Our chairperson is Neil Bain. Due to Covid restrictions, we meet Online at the
moment. We meet at 7.30pm on the SECOND WEDNESDAY of every month. We
also have a Facebook page.
Please contact: neil.bain@realrails.co.uk
He will include you in our monthly evening Teams chat. Come and join us! The
more, the merrier!

Keinton Mandeville Knit and Nater Group
When the Coronavirus restrictions are lifted, Knit and Natter will again
meet every Monday afternoon from 2.00 – 4.00 p.m. at the Methodist
Church Room.
New members, irrespective of ability, will always be welcome
Open to everyone from all the villages
Ring 223344 for more information
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Keinton Mandeville Parish Council
(01458) 224593 Sun View, Babcary Lane, Keinton Mandeville – kmpcclerk@gmail.com
Privacy Notice: http://www.keintonvh.co.uk/village/PCArchice/KMPCPN.pdf

Parish Council Meekngs
Parish Council meetings will continue to be held remotely and details will be
published on our new website at least three days beforehand, including details of
how the public can join the meeting. The next meetings are planned to take place
on April 6th 2021 at 7:30pm. The Annual Parish Meeting will also take place via
zoom and details will be available on the website about a week beforehand.

Thank you
It is always good to hear of spontaneous actions of kindness and consideration in
our community. We would like to thank those people who we have become
aware are undertaking litter picks during their regular walks around the village.
What a super gesture, helping quietly to maintain our village as we would all like
to see it.

Keinton Mandeville Speed Watch
John Walker has energised a team of volunteers to set up a Community
Speedwatch Group. Unfortunately, although understandably, the Police have
advised that training courses are currently on hold due to the Covid-19
Lockdown. The Parish Council really appreciate the efforts to establish the
community speed watch group, as it will hopefully slow down trafBic, provide
useful data and show strength of feeling in the village on this matter. This will be
very helpful in our discussions with the County Highways Authority in regard to
both trafBic and planning matters. If you feel strongly about this issue and are
willing to help, please contact John: jw.hawson@btinternet.com

John Light – thank you
The Parish Council would like to thank John Light for his work on the village
website. John continues to maintain this extremely efBiciently, it is a super site
and really user friendly. John was also responsible for setting up the parish
council page for us and writing software to meet our speciBic needs. With
growing pressure for us to have stand alone site we have now moved the parish
council information to our dedicated website, but wish to formally thank John
and point out his longstanding and voluntary commitment. The village website is
still very much up and running, only the PC information has moved.
Thank you John

Highway Improvement Scheme

We have received the following correspondence from Somerset County Council –
please note deadline 5/4/2021
Dear Resident
Consultation on proposed Small Improvement Scheme: Keinton Mandeville
Somerset County Council are investigating the provision of highway
improvements in Keinton Mandeville. This is as a result of a request from County
Councillor Dean Ruddle for a Small Improvement Scheme to introduce road safety
improvements in the village. Plans showing the proposed improvements can be seen
on our website at: www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/small-improvementschemes-directory (look for ‘TI004366 - Keinton Mandeville’ in South Somerset
district).
The proposed scheme aims to improve compliance with the existing 30 mph
speed limit, provide some better crossing facilities for pedestrians and re-align the
Queen Street junction, slowing trafcic entering from High Street and making it
easier for pedestrians to cross. The scheme would include the following measures:
• Enhancements to the existing 30 mph village gateways on B3153, including
improved signing and red coloured surfacing treatment;
• Additional speed limit repeater signs together with new '30' road marking
roundels; New uncontrolled dropped kerb pedestrian crossings on High Street and
Castle Street to assist pedestrians crossing and provide better connectivity,
especially for those with prams and buggies and people with vision impairment;
• A refresh of the existing road markings in Queen Street to ensure they are clear
and visible, together with a new 'road narrows' sign; and
• Realignment of Queen Street at the High Street junction, slowing trafcic entering
from the main road and providing better crossing facilities for pedestrians.
6

The provision of both horizontal and vertical declections (such as carriageway
narrowings and road humps) was investigated in detail, but neither is
recommended for inclusion as part of this scheme. The measures now proposed
could help the possible introduction of these stronger measures, if concirmed as
needed in the future, but these will need careful design to avoid or reduce the
disadvantages that they can bring.
If you have any comments, please email anellist@somerset.gov.uk by 5 April
2021. I am afraid that we may not be able to provide an individual detailed reply to
any consultation response, but we will take all comments and views into account
when developing our proposals, if there is support for this scheme to proceed.
The next stage will be for us to commission the detailed design of the proposals,
where we would be able to consider any issues raised as we progress the design and
construction of this scheme.
Yours faithfully,
Andy Nellist, Project Manager

Dog bins
We often receive requests from residents for additional dog/litter bins in the
village. We are unable to provide any more bins in the village because we are
dependent on SSDC emptying the bins and unfortunately they cannot
accommodate any more bins in Keinton Mandeville.
Here are the locakons of the dog bins in the village:
•
Irving Road Green
•

Chistles Lane (at top of lane by the village hall)

•

Church Street (entrance to Lakeview Quarry footpath)

•

Cottons Lane

•

Row Lane

And Liter Bins
•

Playing Bield (Castle Street)

•

Skatepark

•

Happy Tracks Play Area

•

Keinton Stores

•

Castle House

•

Irving Road Green

Keinton Mandeville WI
If looking to make friends and learn about new things,
look no further than our WI.
You will be surprised at what we oﬀer
The W.I. are making sure we keep in contact with members, sometimes via
internet group chats, quizzes etc. but also good old fashioned phone calls!!!
If anyone would like to join us and become a friend of the W.I. for the
duration of the lockdown then don’t hesitate. It won’t cost you a penny and we
will be delighted to include you in our communications. Just email
presidentwi@gmail.com

The Henry Livius Trust
The Livius Trust aims to provide items, services or facilities at Keinton
Mandeville Primary School to advance religion in accordance with the
doctrines of the Church of England. The Trustees are open to any proposals
to accord with the Trusts aims.

Rev. Jane Durham (01458) 223417
Deborah Whittingham (01458) 224057
Belinda Simson (01458) 223470 Neill Thomas (01458)223613
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Lydford and District Gardening Club
At last! Something to say about Gardening Club activity in the
monthly report! As may be indicated in more detail elsewhere
in the magazine, the Club secretary has organised a shopping
evening for members at Brimsmore Garden Centre. There will
be no coffee. There will be no biscuits ( good for the diet!).
There will be no sales pitch from a member of staff masquerading as a
learned discourse upon some esoteric aspect of horticulture. But there will be (I
hope) the enticing prospect of 25% being deducted from the price of all
purchases. Tuesday, 11gh May, 18:00 to 20:00 hrs is the date and time for your
diary. Let the good times roll!!!
Real, live, in person and un-socially distanced meetings are in the pipeline for
later in the year. News of these events will follow. It is to be hoped that
members will be keen to be part of the re-lighting of the Club fuse and even as
this is written, efforts are being made to engage speakers for the Binal months of
the year.
Consequently, whilst this might not be the last report to feature a few
delvings into the compost heap of useless knowledge, the end is in sight! 1970’s
music will soon be able to go back into hibernation, secure in the certainty that
obscurity will once more be the Bitting repository for bands such as Chicory Tip
and songs extolling the virtues of Grandad!

An infernal vernal quiz!
1. Who played the role of Hannah Brown in the 1948 film entitled ‘Easter Parade’?
2. Whose law, in physics, decrees that the deformation or extension of a spring is
directly proportional to the force that is applied to that spring?
3. Who is the Roman goddess of Spring (and margarine?)?
4. What was the Roman name for the town that was founded near the hot springs
that emerged from the ground in North Somerset near to the Recreation ground
where Celtic peoples played an embryonic form of Rugby?
5. What is the sensible and eminently preferable British name for the vegetable that
our American cousins call ‘scallions’? How many other things can you think of
that they have not quite properly understood. ‘Sidewalk’ and ‘Egg-plant’ could
be good to start with!
6. A truly horrible quizmaster might have referred to ‘Antidorcas marsupialis’ but in
these enlightened times all that is needed is the nickname of the South African
national Rugby Union XV.
7. What is the name of the beautiful yellow butterfly which is often one of the first
to be seen at this time of year?
8. Give the name of the book, written in 1962 by Rachel Carson, which is credited
with being one of the first statements in the ecological crusade and which played
a major role in the outlawing of the pesticide D.D.T.
9. What is the name given to the Sunday before Easter Sunday?
10. The Simpsons is a long-running American T.V. cartoon series. In which fictional
town is this series based?
11. Easter Island is in the Pacific Ocean. Which nation has dominion over the island,
classing it as a ‘special territory’? Who built and sailed a balsa wood raft from the
South American mainland towards Easter Island in an effort to explain the
settlement history of the island?
12. Who wrote the book ‘Spring Fever’ published in 1948 and famous for not
containing established characters such as Bertie Wooster and Jeeves? Extra point
time - what was Jeeves’ (not that he appeared in the book) first name?
13. Maundy Money! Traditionally, when is this distributed. How much is it worth
and, in 2021, how will it be given out and how many people will benefit from
such largesse?
14. Give the full name of the town which inspired the title of Neville Shute’s 1950
novel ‘ A Town like Alice’? Which group had a No. 1 hit in 1982 with ‘A town
called malice’? Name the 3 members of that band.
Continued next page
8

Quiz Conknued

15. After wandering lonely as a cloud, which poet saw a crowd, a host of golden
daffodils? Where, in Somerset, did this poet move to in 1797 and which fellow
poet joined him in walks over Exmoor during the next few years?
16. Which rock band had a hit with ‘Roll away the stone’ in 1973. Who was the lead
singer with this band and which mega-star had written the band’s previous hit
‘All the young dudes’?
17. What is the French word for ‘Springtime’? Show off and dredge the memory
banks for first year French lessons and say the words for the other 3 seasons.
18. In which 1949 musical will you find the first appearance of the song ‘Younger
than Springtime’? Which duo wrote the musical?
19. Easter is, as everyone knows, a movable feast. Give the exact rules which
determine when Easter Sunday appears each year and thereby produce an
estimate as to the earliest and latest dates on which Easter Sunday can occur.
Then suggest a persuasive argument as to why new potatoes should always be
planted on Good Friday!
20. Give the name of the marzipan based cake which is traditionally associated with
Easter. How many balls of marzipan are usually found on top of these cakes and
why is this nothing to do with giving one to every member of a football team?
Next month is the merry month of May! Who knows what form this report will
take in such a jolly time but let us hope that answers to any questions posed
might be discussed in gloriously social situations in pub gardens or similar
venues. The future has to be bright, orange or not!

Lydford Neighbourhood Watch – lydfordnhw@gmail.com
Emergency Call 999 Non - Emergency Call 101
To Remain Anonymous Call 0800 555111

Street Contacts
A37 – David Marten 01963 240571
Lydford on Fosse - Cary Road and Somerton Road – Tim Evans 01963 240507
East Lydford - Church Lane (A37 side) – Ian Poynter 01963 240424
Church Lane (Castle Cary side) Lynne Mitchell 07773 345092

West Lydford
South of the Brue – Anne Parkhouse 01963 240268/Mike Pauley 01963 240469
North of the Brue – Linda Foote 01963 240336
B3153 from Lydford traﬃc lights to boundary with Keinton Mandeville including
King o’ Mill – Janet Holden 07709 277893

Village Contact – Lynne Mitchell 07773 345092
lydfordnhw@gmail.com

Dog Theos Are On The Increase
•

Keep your dog’s microchip details up to date and ensure they wear a collar
with a tag with your name and telephone number – but not the dog’s name

•

Have lots of up-to-date photographs of you and your dog to help with
identiBication should the worst happen!

•

Make sure your garden is secure

•

Vary the time and routes of your walk if possible

•

Make sure your dog has a good recall
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St Peter’s Church, Lydford on Fosse

Easter Sunday – 4dn April

This Service will be held outside in the Churchyard and Car Park. Social
distancing will be in place and, once again, you will have to book. Please check
the front of the Magazine or email jennifer.cooper245@btinternet.com for details.
Though it will be different it will also be good to meet in person once again. We
look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible.

April Services
Services will start in church again from the 11th April, please see the separate
notice in the magazine or in the church notice board.

Daﬀodils
Whilst walking through the Churchyard please pause and look at the daffodils
that were planted in the Autumn along the fence and hedge.

Easter Trail
28gh March - 18gh April, there is an Easter Trail through all the churchyards of the
beneBice. Please see separate advert in the magazine or posters on the notice
boards.

Lydford River Working Group –
Pekkon for a Safer Crossing at West Lydford River Brue

Thank you to all those who have signed this petition, so far we have about 280
signatures. The petition will be closing at the end of April so we are having one
last push to increase the numbers signing, so please do, to support our cause. We
shall then be sending the petition to interested parties, namely, Mendip District
Council and our MP.
During the lockdown summer months of 2020 the area around West Lydford
churchyard, the two weirs and the orchards nearby experienced a vast increase
in visitor numbers leading to a packed church car park and parking down both
sides of the village road. Many visitors were travelling vast distances. The
majority were well behaved, however as a result of antisocial behaviour from
some visitors and an increase in littering the Lydford River Working Group was
set up to look at the issues and see if the situation could be improved.
One of the many problems identiBied was, that since Mead Lane Bridge was
removed, the only legal access to the public footpaths is through the churchyard
at West Lydford and via the narrow bridge over the river. It does not enable
buggie or disabled access as Mead Lane Bridge used to. This narrow bridge was
considered by the group not to be very safe for young children and dogs as there
is a large gap between the bridge and the Birst safety rail with the potential for a
fall. The Mendip District Council representative considers the bridge to be safe
and therefore does not intend to make any changes.
To help our aim to gain a safer access we have set up a petition on the
website Change.org to petition for ‘a safer crossing of the River Brue at West
Lydford and to get Mead Lane Bridge reinstated’.
We need as many supporters
as possible to achieve our aim.
If you feel this is something
you would support you can
read more and sign the
petition by entering the
following link in your
browser:
http://chng.it/sV7pK9FS

Thank you for your support – “Lydford River Working Group.”
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The Walters and Pope Trust Fund (Lydford-on-Fosse)
❖

HELP! Do you know anyone in Lydford who needs help and/or support?

❖

It may be help with buying books for university.

❖

It may be help with buying tools or equipment for a new job.

❖

It may be support for someone who is ill, or who is caring for someone.

The Walters and Pope Trust Fund has a small annual income – the Trustees
would like to spend this money, fairly and discreetly, for the beneBit of anyone
who lives in Lydford. If there is anyone who would like assistance, please
contact the Trust in conBidence: Secretary, Caroline Seehra (New number) tel:
(01963) 240735 or The Treasurer, Ann Parkhouse tel: 01963 240268.

Lydford on Fosse Parish Council
The meetings continue to be via Zoom at the moment, until further notice. They
take place at 18:30 hrs on the given date. The joining details are published at the
top of each month’s agenda which can be found at– lofpcclerk@gmail.com

Meekng dates 2021
April 8th

May 13th

June 10th

Aug 12th

Sep 9th

Oct 14th

Nov 11th

Dec 9th
2022

Jan 13th

Feb 10th

Mar 10th

Lydford Third Tuesday Group
We now have our own Third Tuesday website for members and friends to keep in
touch and share items of interest with everyone.
Link to website: https://lydford3t.btck.co.uk.
We will let members know as soon as we think it is the right time to start up our
meetings again and a revised programme of events will be put on the Third
Tuesday website. In the meantime, please send your contributions for the
website to Lesley.
Women Visitors are welcome to all our events held at 7:30pm on the third
Tuesday of most months in the Parish Hall, West Lydford. Membership is £15
p.a. Please contact Sarah Gooder on 240698 or Lesley Ridgley on 240837 if you
would like more information or if you would like to come along with someone.
Everyone is welcome to attend our “Open Meetings”

Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks?
Walking in Somerset www.walkinginengland.co.uk/somerset is the website for
you! With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of
walks, contact details for all the walking groups in the county and much more.
Whether you want to walk on your own or with a group all the information is
there in one place.
John said ‘There is so much walking information on the web but it is difcicult to
cind. Walking in Somerset (part of the Walking in England suite of websites
(www.walkinginengland.co.uk) – one for each county in England) has brought it
together in one place so whether you are walking from home, or away on holiday,
you will be able to cind a walk suitable for you’.
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability
for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can Bind a walk to enjoy. So home or
away, check out the websites and get walking!
John Harris
www.walkinginengland.co.uk
email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk
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Somerset Sight is a local charity which has been supporting sight impaired
people across Somerset for over a hundred years and in 2019 won the Queens
Award for Voluntary Service.
One of our services is the Volunteer Visiting Service whereby volunteers are
matched locally with a sight impaired person for regular visits for company and
support, and also helps alleviate their loneliness and isolation.
Volunteers help with a variety of tasks such as reading, correspondence, or
making appointments, going out for a drive or just a cup of tea and a chat. Many
volunteers get great satisfaction and enjoyment from their voluntary work, many
friendships are formed and the people they support very much look forward to
their visits. At the current time as face to face visits are not permissible, the
service continues with regular phone calls until such time as a visit is allowed
again.
For anyone who is sight impaired and would like to know more about our
services or if anyone would like to volunteer for the Visiting Service, please
contact us on 01823 333818 for further information. We look forward to hearing
from you soon!
www.somersetsight.org.uk
North8ield House, 51 Staplegrove Road, Taunton, Somerset TA1 1DG
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4FAMILY MENTORS: an opportunity to make a real diﬀerence
Since 2011 Yeovil4Family, hosted by Yeovil Community Church, has worked
successfully in partnership with South Somerset District Council and other key
agencies in supporting struggling families providing support in the family home.
Our role has been to deliver a family support programme by providing Link
Workers and Volunteer Mentors who are the families’ voice amongst the agencies
so that they can regain control over their own lives and feel empowered and
equipped to move forward.
During the summer of 2020, we secured signiBicant funding and are,
therefore, looking to expand our reach from Yeovil to across South Somerset.
Working with a Link Worker, Mentors play a crucial role.

Why be a Mentor?
•
•

•
•
•
•

Be part of a fantastic family mentoring programme which carefully matches
mentors with a family living within South Somerset.
By providing one-to-one non-judgmental listening support in the
home, helping the family gain the support it needs to make changes and Bind
solutions to their challenges, mentors have the opportunity to bring new
hope into the lives of a family.
4Family’s Mentors have seen 100s of families regain control over their own
lives and feel empowered and equipped to move forward.
The training that you receive and the skills that you learn will help build your
CV and will beneBit you generally in your every-day life.
Volunteering has been shown to have immense beneBits for the health and
wellbeing of the volunteer.
This could be your opportunity to make a real difference to your local
community - knowing you have contributed to helping a client family gain
hope for a better life and a better future.

Time Commitment
Being a volunteer Mentor takes approximately 2 hours each week; 1 hour with
the family or individual you have been matched with and up to an hour with your
Link Worker. You must be able to commit to being part of the programme for a
minimum of 6 months.

What We Oﬀer
We know that it can appear daunting to take on a role such as this and, therefore,
we support each Mentor by offering:
• an initial 12 hours training over six sessions spread over six weeks or 3 x
longer day sessions depending on people's availability
•

weekly support from their Link Worker

•

back up support from the Programme Leader

•

additional ad hoc training

•

an opportunity to meet up regularly with other 4Family Mentors

What Next?
To explore whether being a 4Family Mentor may be for you: Bind out more about
Yeovil4Family, please go to https://yeovilcommunitychurch.co.uk/yeovil-4-family/
Please contact Deanne Mahony for further information. email:
deanne.mahony@yeovil4family.org.uk Call the ofBice on 01935 530050 or post
any queries to:
Yeovil4Family, The GateWay, Addlewell Lane, Yeovil, BA20 1QN
We look forward to hearing from you.
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THE METHODIST CHAPEL, KEINTON MANDEVILLE
Minister: Rev Craig Manley
Reverend Craig Manley HCMANLEY Methodist Church, Somerset Mendip Circuit
Tel: 01963 351 598 : Mobile: 07900 687 264
hcmanley@outlook.com : craig.manley@methodist.org.uk
For a second year we are unable to meet together to celebrate the
resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. None the less there are signs of new life all
around us, reminding us of the joy and hope of Easter. It is nice to ‘See, the winter
is past. The rains are over and gone. Flowers appear on the earth and the time of
singing of birds is come’ - Song of Solomon ch 2 v 11-12. The extract below from
one of Craig’s recent pastoral letters refers to hidden spring growth suddenly
revealed.
During World War II, a US marine was separated from his unit on a PaciBic
Island. The Bighting had been intense, and in the chaos he lost touch with his
comrades. Alone in the jungle, with the enemy approaching, he found his way to
several small caves within a rock-face. He quickly crawled inside one of them but
realized that the enemy soldiers looking for him would search them all and he
would be captured or killed. As he waited, he prayed, "Lord, if it be your will,
please protect me. Whatever your will though, I trust in you. Amen." He lay quietly,
listening to the sound of enemy soldiers coming closer. As he waited, he saw a
spider begin to build a web over the front of his cave. As he watched, it layered
strand after strand of web across the opening. Ironically, he thought to himself,
"What I need is a brick wall and what God has given me is a spider's web. God does
have a sense of humour." The enemy drew closer and he watched from the
darkness of his hideout. He could see them searching one cave after another. As
they came to his hiding place he got ready to make his last stand. To his
amazement, after glancing in the direction of his cave, the soldiers moved on. He
realized that with the spider's web over the entrance, his cave looked as if no one
had entered it for some time. "Lord, forgive me," prayed the young man. "I had
forgotten that in You, a spider's web is stronger than any brick wall."
During this last year we have all faced times of great trouble. When we do, it
is so easy to forget the blessings that God works in our lives, often in the most
surprising ways. In lent, I looked at my garden a lot. It resembled a wilderness,
unkempt, unloved, overgrown, and forgotten. One day I decided to do something.
Together Elizabeth and I tackled the problem. The grass was cut, the beds
weeded, the bushes and pots cut back and tidied up. The transformation was
amazing. All the time, right in front of us, new life had been forming. Under the
weeds, we found new bursts of spring Blowers. In the sunshine the pond teemed
with small insects. Bees suddenly appeared. The birds returned: sparrows, blue
tits, robins and blackbirds, a wren, wood pigeons, and even a big fat squirrel. The
world had woken up. I felt a great sense of achievement and contentment
watching the world of nature awake from its slumbers. I sat and drank in the
sights with a robin perched on the handle of my spade just a few feet away, and I
thought, 'Yes, God is good!' The dark times were being lifted, I felt warm and
happy and I smiled a lot!
I carry an old pruning knife of my father’s. I recently noticed that he had
carved a cross on the handle. Sometimes we need to cut away the rubbish, to
really see and understand the beauty and power of God in the world around us.
If we can do that, we will learn to smile once again, and the world will suddenly
seem to be a warmer brighter and wonderful place. God does work in many
mysterious ways; we just have to wait, watch, and trust.
2 Corinthians 5:17 says: ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here!’ Stay safe and well and may God be with
you.

Craig
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Hope for a beter future
Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton
April 2021
This month of April begins on Maundy Thursday, the day
when we remember the last meal Jesus shared together
with his friends before he was arrested and cruciBied. It
was the meal that has become so signiBicant in the life of
the Church, where bread was broken and a cup of wine
passed round, coming to symbolise for us the
brokenness of the body of Christ. The sacriBice he made
for love of us.
Many of us will hopefully celebrate something of the Easter feast this weekend
although restrictions continue for a while longer. We may not yet be able to
gather in larger groups of family and friends but perhaps we can glimpse what is
to come?
This has always been the story of the Church, to point to what ‘is’ but which
may not yet be fully realised. During this pandemic there has been a need for
hope amongst such bleakness and now as the vaccine is shared and the signs of
life appear in the world around us, we begin to see what might again be possible.
To hope for a better future.
And yet in the bleakness of this Birst weekend of April, which takes us into the
darkness of the tomb on Holy Saturday, we remember that hope is not cheaply
bought. It is not mere optimism, but rather something, though fragile, that is
stronger than death.
As some of us break our fast this Easter and share the bread and wine of the
Eucharistic feast, may we know both the cost of such love and the hope that it
offers.

Easter blessings!
+ Ruth

PlotgateCSA
Plotgate Community Farm is co-operatively run by its members, growing
seasonal vegetables on a 9-acre site in Barton St David. The Farm’s members can
collect, or have delivered, a weekly or fortnightly share of the produce, each box
containing at least 8 different types of vegetable. There are events, activities and
opportunities as well as fresh food all through the year.

Trainee Recruitment
In February, we were recruiting for two trainees to learn about low-input food
growing by helping the Plotgate growers with all aspects of growing produce to
supply members and local outlets with a range of year-round fresh food during
the 2021 season. Tasks will be primarily horticultural, but may include assisting
with infrastructure projects, livestock care, and other jobs to help run the
Community Supported Agriculture enterprise. Each trainee will also take part in
group cooking and cleaning.
These 24 hours/week placements each offer practical training, food from the
farm, basic accommodation with communal eating and domestic activities, and a
bursary of £1200. The placements start in April, and are for 24 weeks until
September.

Produce
Every Friday from 4-7pm we have freshly-picked vegetables to collect from the
Barton Inn Skittle Alley. If you’d like a share of the harvest – we also deliver on
Monday evenings and Saturday mornings - call or text 07817608283, or email:
info@plotgatecommunityfarm.org
Our other collection points are in Glastonbury on Mondays and Langport on
Saturday, see also:
www.plotgatecommunityfarm.org
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Thank You For Supporkng
Our Make A Mother's Day Campaign
It is with great pleasure that we can announce you have helped us to raise a
sensational £71,302! It was a collective effort - Mothering Sunday has once again
helped to bring people together. Thank you to all of you who bought an ethical gift or
made a donation through our website. We are truly grateful that with your support
we can continue our good work supporting women and strengthening communities
in the UK and abroad.
At the same time, we understand that a number of you will have wanted to
support us but have not been able to do so due to the particularly difBicult Binancial
circumstances that recent events have brought about. We hope and pray that the
situation is resolved swiftly. We also know that there are still planned events
relating to MAMD so we are excited that the total may get even higher as the
campaign wraps up!
Registered charity number 240531
Mary Sumner House, 24 Tuoon Street, London, SW1P 3RB

THOMAS
I wonder what Thomas was thinking
As the others were saying what they’d seen.
The women said they had seen angels
Where the body of Jesus had been.
Peter said that the tomb was now empty,
The big heavy stone rolled away.
But Thomas just could not believe it,
Whatever the others might say.
“I’d have to see wounds in his body,
The holes in his hands and his side,
We’ll no longer be able to see him,
I believe that can’t be denied.”

EASTER
Angels with the women.
Simon Peter at the empty tomb.
Thomas, doubts dispelled for ever.
Everyone rejoicing.
Resurrection!
HALLELUJAH

Eight days passed and the disciples
Were gathered together in fear.
All wondering if while they’ll meeting
Maybe their dear Lord would appear.
And this time Thomas was with them,
His heart and his mind filled with grief.
When suddenly Jesus was with them
And Thomas was filled with relief.
“My Lord, and my God” whispered Thomas,
“I believe, I believe, please forgive
That I doubted your presence amongst us,
I know now,You really do live.”

MJP

Our Parish Magazine is Produced by the
Wheathill Beneﬁce Parochial Church Council
and printed by Snell Print
The Parish Magazine continues in its printed form but will also be
available on the Benefice Website: wheathill.org as well as on the
village website bartonstdavid.org.uk plus kingweston.net
keintonmandeville.com and linked via lydfordonfosse.co.uk plus the
copies emailed to contacts on Facebook.
We are continuing to deliver a free copy to every house in the villages of
Barton St David, Keinton Mandeville, Kingweston, Lydford on Fosse and
Wheathill by our much valued volunteers.

Please tell any business you may use from adverts shown on pages 2 - 16
that you saw their advert in the Wheathill Benecice Parish Magazine

