
Wheathill Priory Benefice  
“Jesus Lives: Follow Him” 

Guidelines following the relaxing of restrictions on 19 July 

As you will know, the government have announced that most Covid 19 related restrictions in England ended on 

July 19. However, this is in the context of rapidly rising case numbers in Somerset with both our government and 

the Church of England urging continued caution. 

With the ending of the legal restrictions, the bullets below can now only be guidelines, but my hope is that we, as 

church family, will be able to adhere to these, as we support each other on this next phase of the journey out of 

the pandemic.  Our hope is to keep everyone as safe as possible, whilst acknowledging this next stage, and 

remembering our Christian responsibility towards one another, particularly those who are more anxious or 

vulnerable.  

From 1 August, in all our services in each of our churches, the following will apply: 

• We will continue to take names (and contact details for any visitors), retaining them for 21 days for track 

and trace purposes.  At weddings we will record the names of those present to ‘service’ the wedding 

(vergers, clergy, organists etc).  At funerals/thanksgiving services we will record the names & contact 

details of local residents, for family members we will record names and leave contact details the 

responsibility of the family. 

• The wearing of face coverings will continue to be actively encouraged* whilst inside the building.  

Professor Chris Whitty recommended that masks be worn in three situations in particular: 

1. In crowded indoor spaces 

2. When required by law 

3. Out of consideration for others 

I would suggest that 1. and 3. particularly apply in our settings, our churches may not be overly crowded 

but we are often in closer proximity to people who we do not live with, for up to 45 minutes which I think 

is included in that sentiment. 

• The use of hand sanitiser and ventilation of buildings will continue, we will also continue to use the 

current orders of service, and hymns will be printed separately for the month of August (rather than using 

hymn books). 

• Whilst social distancing is no longer a requirement, we will give people permission to socially distance if 

they wish.  This can be done by collecting a label as you come into the church and placing it on the seat 

next to you.  For weddings and funerals seating arrangements for family members/invited guests is the 

responsibility of the family. 

• Hugging, hand shaking, physical contact etc will be the personal decision of both parties. For the moment, 

we will not re-introduce this as part of the ‘peace’ as this may put pressure on individuals who remain 

uncomfortable with physical contact. 

• Singing will be permitted, at all services including weddings and funerals, but with the congregation 

wearing face coverings (please see above*).  The choir may sing without masks, and we will try to enable 

them to be distanced if possible.   



• Communion for the congregation will remain in one kind for the time being, using the current system of 

administration in pews.  Whilst we could reintroduce the common cup at this stage, I think it is better to 

wait for another month or so before we do so. 

• Those wishing to give financially via the collection plate should place their gift in the plate available when 

leaving the building, please note that you can now give using your debit/credit card or phone via a QR 

code in Keinton. 

• Church Meetings can be held indoors but adhering to the above where possible. 

• Choir practice will take place in Lydford Church with the choir socially distanced.  When singing in church 

we will try to maintain distancing of 1m minimum and have a designated part of the church for the choir. 

I am so aware that this may not seem like much will change in the short term, although the return of singing I 

hope will bring some joy and relief to many, but my sense is that there is widespread caution still, and I want 

people to feel safe in public worship.   

As the current covid surge unfolds, I am conscious we need to keep these guidelines under constant review but do 

not want to change things too frequently. I am therefore proposing that we keep these in place for August, 

reviewing them again towards the end of August in time for September services. 

With my prayers and best wishes 

Jane Durham 

 

 

 


