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Join us to Celebrate Christmas
December
Community Events!!
Beneﬁce Choir Services
16t, 19th & 24th Dec.
Keinton Village
Christmas Tree Service

The Beneﬁce Choir is busy rehearsing carols and other music for
the Advent and Christmas services.

12th December

There will be a Christmas Concert, given by the Bene2ice Choir and other musicians of all ages,
on Sunday, 12th December at 4:00pm in St Peter’s, Lydford.

16th & 19th December

(see page 6)

Knit & Nader
Methodist Church Hall
Mondays 2:00 pm –3 pm
(see page 6)

Do come and listen to our carols whilst enjoying a pint on Thursday 16<= December when the
choir will be practising at the Barton Inn from 7:30 pm.

Barton St David
Table Tennis

Sunday, 19th December at 3.00pm – The Christmas Carol Service will take place in the Grain
Store at Lower Farm, Kingweston (same venue as last year) and to which everyone living in the
area is most warmly invited. In the week leading up to Christmas, the Bene2ice choir will be
singing carols for the residents at Beech Tree House and at Castle House.

(see page 7)

Christmas Eve
And then on Christmas Eve, Friday, 24th December at 4:00pm the Crib service will be held
outside at Keinton church, when children of all ages will be taking part, singing or jingling
along to the carols and music with the Family Choir. Later on Christmas Eve, members of the
choir will be singing at the ‘Midnight’ service, which starts at 11:15 pm and this service will
be held inside Keinton church.
Don’t forget that if you are unable to attend any of the Christmas services but would like to get
into the Christmas Spirit, there are some wonderful carols recorded by the choir on the
WheathillBeneMiceYouTubepage.

Plotgate
Community Farm
Xmas Wreath Making
(see page 15)

Lydford Pantomime
(see page 16)

Christmas Concert
(see page 16)

January 2022

After a short break at New Year, the Bene2ice choir is planning a Wassail event on the
evening of Saturday, 22 January. Do put this date in your diaries and look out for further
information, which will be available nearer the time.
If you, or any members of your family, would like to join the choir this Christmas time or
are inspired to come and join us in the New Year, please get in touch with Lynne Kirkman on
(01458) 224158.

Next issue is the JANUARY 2022 magazine – submissions up to 09:00 am FRIDAY, 17th December
Items to the Editor – VIA EMAIL PLEASE: wheathillbeneﬁcemagazine@gmail.com

December Worship
Date

Time

Service & Notes

Church / Locagon

589 Dec
Advent 2

8:30 am
10:30 am

Holy Communion
Morning Worship

Keinton Mandeville
Lydford

1289 Dec
Advent 3
1989 Dec

8:30 am
4:00 pm
8:30 am

Holy Communion
Beneﬁce Choir & Friends
Holy Communion

Barton St David
Lydford
Lydford

3:00 pm

Beneﬁce Carol Service
Kingweston Grain Store

24ij Dec

4:00 pm

Crib Service

Keinton Mandeville

Christmas Eve

11:15 pm

Holy Communion

Keinton Mandeville

25ij Dec
Christmas Day

10:30am

All Age
Christmas Celebragon
at Lydford

26ij Dec

No Service in Beneﬁce

Worship in Glastonbury

Churches opening for private prayer
Following the relaxation of Covid restrictions Barton St David, Keinton
Mandeville and Kingweston Churches are now all open daily.
Lydford church will open at the weekends as before once local conditions allow.
In Keinton, Kingweston and Lydford it is now possible to give when you visit using the
QR codes found on noTceboards or at the door. If you use the churchyards or car
park please do consider making occasional or regular donaTons towards their
maintenance and their ongoing place in the lives of our communiTes.

Keinton Mandeville Parish Church Openers – December 2021
Should you need to swap, please could you let Emma know as well as the person
due to hand the key onto you.
Meanwhile, if anyone else would like to help with the locking and unlocking of
the church, please call 223344.
Sunday 2889 Nov – Sunday 589 Dec

Belinda & Viv Simson

223470

Sunday 589 Dec – Sunday 1289

Emma Stevens

223344

Sunday 1289 Dec – Sunday 1989

Larry Henessy

224132

Sunday 1989 Dec – Sunday 2689

Anthea Walton

223500

Sunday 2689 Dec – Sunday 2ⁿU Jan

John Walker

223617

From the Registers
We extend our condolences to the family and friends of:
David Cliﬀord MARSH whose ashes were interred in the churchyard of St Mary
Magdalene Church, Keinton Mandeville, on Saturday 20TU November 2021.
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Dear friends
‘Bah Humbug’ is what Scrooge is supposed to have said!
‘Bah Humbug’ is what some of us feel like saying when we can buy mince pies
before Remembrance Sunday and shops are decorated early with reminders that
Christmas is coming.
But maybe this year we need a long lead in. This time last year we were in
lockdown 2 and there was uncertainty around what would happen at Christmas,
an uncertainty that prevailed until the 25TU of December! There is therefore a
greater anticipation around meeting up with family and friends, spending time
together and gathering around tables, 2ires and within our homes.
Last year we were also required to limit the numbers who gathered to
worship at Christmas, coming together to celebrate the message at the heart of all
that goes on, ‘God with us’ in the person of a small baby born without a home,
away from their community and people. Born amid a throng of people gathering
in their ancestral home to recall their past. A gathering that was a requirement of
the occupying government of the day. Welcomed by outsiders, some like the
shepherds without status, others like the magi leaders in their own (foreign)
context.
The difference between the two years points to one of the gifts at the heart of
Christmas, the gift of hope
- Hope in the reality of God with us no matter what happens
- Hope in the knowledge that however we celebrate this year,
or maybe just want to hide saying ‘Bah humbug’ it doesn’t change the message at
the heart of the season, God with us.
- Hope in knowing that God understands our human lives because in Jesus he has
lived as a baby, child and man
- Hope of an open door into God’s family for all who come, because God came to us
- Hope in a God who keeps and fulMils his promises
For some there is probably also hope of time with family, friends, of good food
and maybe some presents too! Those hopes feed into the hope that Jesus brings.
If you would like to come and share in singing carols, hearing again the story
of Christmas then please do, details of our services are elsewhere in the magazine
and the good news is that this year there is no need to book!
With best wishes for a Happy Christmas whatever it holds
Jane

Glastonbury Food Bank
Once again Keinton Parish Church will be
collecting donations for the Glastonbury
Food Bank during January, February and
March in 2022. There will be a box in the
Church.
The Food Bank does not give out items past their use by date. They would be
particularly grateful for the following:
Requested donagons of:
Tinned Meat
Meat Pies Tinned Stewed Meat Baked Beans Ready Meals
Rice

Pasta

Tinned/Packet Soup

Pasta Sauce

Cereal

Sponge Puddings Custard

Tinned Puddings

Tinned Fruit

Biscuits

Marmalade

Peanut Bu]er

Tea/Coﬀee

Sugar

Jam

If anyone would like to give a Minancial donation, please could they contact
Emma Stevens on (01458) 223344

Advent Course
We will meet on Monday afternoons (2:00 – 3:30 pm) and evenings (7:30 –
9:00 pm) on 22ⁿ% and 29+, November, 6+,, 13+, and 20+, December,
location to be con2irmed. We will have Bible Study and discussion on
characters in the ‘Jesse Tree’, Jesus’ ancestors, focussing on the Old
Testament reading for each week of Advent.
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Keinton Mandeville
Keinton Lunch Club Postponed
Sadly the infection rate has stayed high, and to avoid causing anyone to have
to isolate over Christmas, it has therefore been decided to once again
postpone the re-start of the lunch club – hopefully only until January.

Full Fibre (FTTP) Broadband – Funding Approved
Following the communications earlier in the year we’re delighted to announce
that Government funding has been approved for the delivery of Full Fibre (Fibre
to the Premise/FTTP) broadband to a large area of Keinton Mandeville and
surrounding areas of West Lydford. The funding allocation of £1,500 per
residential and £3,500 per business premise has been con2irmed.
We now need your help to make this happen! – The process of pledging
voucher registrations has started. Provided that we can secure around 200
voucher registrations the entire FTTP broadband delivery will be fully funded
through the Government backed Gigabit Voucher Scheme, meaning no upfront
costs for the local community.
Please visit https://www.openreach.com/connectmycommunity and enter your
postcode.
Complete the application form, providing your name, address,
telephone number and e-mail address.
If you operate a business from home as a limited company, partnership, sole
trader or other legal entity please select the appropriate option. This will enable
you to pledge a full £3,500, as opposed to the standard £1,500 residential
allowance. The business does not have to be registered to the home address,
provided you that can evidence that you operate from home e.g. bank statements,
utility bills.
There will be no up-front cost or commitment – The only commitment you
make is to agree to upgrade to a FTTP broadband package from your chosen
Internet Service Provider (e.g. BT, Sky, Plusnet etc.), which provides at least
double your existing speed if your current speed is less than 50Mbps (e.g.
upgrade to at least 60Mbps if your current speed if 30Mbps), or at least 100Mbps
if your current speed is more than 50Mbps (e.g. upgrade to 150Mbps if your
current speed is 60Mbps).
As an example, below are typical BT FTTP service costs for residential use:
74Mbps £29.99 per month
150Mbps £34.99 per month
500Mbps £44.99 per month
900Mbps £54.99 per month
The ongoing costs of Fibre to the Premises broadband are typically the same
as what you pay today for Fibre to the Cabinet or ADSL broadband, for the
equivalent package and bandwidth. However, you can now access speeds at
anywhere up to 1 Gigabit per second through Fibre to the Premises, and bene2it
from a guaranteed performance always-on connection which is not subject to
degraded copper and network congestion.
To remind you about the bene2its of FTTP broadband and why it is essential
for our village please visit the website: www.01458connected.co.uk
At the time of writing (17/11/21) the current level of pledges is at 47% of the
required amount which consists of 66 residential addresses and 10 businesses.
We have until 30TU January 2022 to secure the funding and if we don’t reach
100% funding we could be left with a signi2icant shortfall, which would have to
be funded from the local community. Please act now and enable us to deliver
these vital improvements to our infrastructure in Keinton Mandeville.
If you have any questions, please contact Richard Culley on 07977 516 511.

The Henry Livius Trust
The Livius Trust aims to provide items, services or facilities at Keinton
Mandeville Primary School to advance religion in accordance with the doctrines
of the Church of England.
The Trustees are open to any proposals to accord with the Trusts aims.
Rev. Jane Durham (01458) 223417
Deborah Whittingham (01458) 224057
Belinda Simson (01458) 223470 Neill Thomas (01458)223613
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Keinton Mandeville Parish Council
kmpcclerk@gmail.com
www.keintonmandevillepc.org.uk

Privacy Notice: http://www.keintonvh.co.uk/village/PCArchice/KMPCPN.pdf

Next Meegng
The next Parish Council Meeting will be on 7TU December 2021 starting at
7:30pm in the village hall. Public session will take place at 7:30pm immediately
before the formal meeting. All are welcome to attend.

Christmas Tree Service
It will take place on Friday 17<= December at 6:00 pm around the village
Christmas tree at Keinton Stores. Everyone is welcome to join in with some
favourite carols

Community Deﬁbrillator – Important Please Read
As you are aware the Parish Council has recently purchased a de2ibrillator which
is situated on the front of Keinton Mandeville School, Chistles Lane, Keinton
Mandeville, TA11 6ES.
If you dial 999 and a deJibrillator is required: –
1. The operator will automatically be aware of the de2ibrillator at Keinton
Mandeville School if your address is within a 200m radius of the location.
The operator will give you the code to open the cabinet.
2. If you live outside of the 200m radius, the operator will ask you if you know
of a de2ibrillator nearby. When you name Keinton Mandeville School they will
give you the code to open the cabinet.
It is important that you are aware of this in the event of an emergency.

Keinton Mandeville Village Hall
To check when the hall is free or to make a provisional booking go to: –
www.keintonvh.co.uk As a “COVID-19 Secure Premises”, there are a few extra
rules that need to be followed and you will need to complete a risk assessment
for your booking, but we have pro-forma assessments available for you.
John Light

Keinton Mandeville Christmas Tree Fesgval 2021
Running for two weeks from the Advent Star service on Sunday
28th November, St Mary Magdalene Church in Keinton is, once
again, delighted to host the Christmas Tree
festival, with individual trees decorated by local
groups.
These include, Chapel Toddlers, Barton Cubs and Scouts,
Keinton WI, St Dunstan’s Mother’s Union, Candlelight Care, Knit
& Natter, Westfield Farm, Keinton Primary School, Keinton Environmental
Group, Lower Farm Kingweston and the PCC.
The trees are on display whenever the church is open
and it is a delight to see them decorated with such pride,
skill and in some cases bearing a thoughtprovoking message by the groups concerned.
The whole festival gives great pleasure in
many different ways to those who take part or visit it and the PCC is
very grateful indeed to everyone involved.

Keinton Mandeville Knit and Nader Group
Knit and Natter meets every Monday afternoon in the Methodist Church Room
from 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm . New members, irrespective of ability are always
welcome, or even if you have never knitted before.
For further informa.on please phone (01458) 223344.
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Barton St David
Barton St David Friday Apernoon Table Tennis
Village Hall table tennis, run through November, will continue until December
17TU. Sessions will resume on January 7TU 2022 from 2:00pm until 4:00pm with a
break for refreshments which are provided along with bats and balls.
Cost – £2 per person for 2 hours. Why not come and join us for a convivial couple
of hours learning a new skill or honing your competitive re2lexes!
Please contact me if you are interested: Elaine Balcombe on (01458) 850465 or
email esbalcombe@googlemail.com

Barton St David Coﬀee Morning Thanks
Many thanks to everyone who came and supported the coffee morning held
in Barton St David Village Hall on 13TU November.
The marvellous total of £710 was raised
for the Speak up Somerset Charity No. 1118939.

Barton St David Scout Group
How lovely it is to get back to normal. We are back meeting inside and outside
and working to rebuild after the pandemic. Like all charitable groups it hasn’t
been easy but we have worked very hard. We are activity recruiting children age
6 – 8 years so please contact me if you know someone that might be interested.
Places are always limited and we run a waiting list as well for those who are
older or younger.
It was an honour to attend Remembrance again this year after a break. It is so
powerful standing at West Lydford, amongst many members of the community
and paying our respects. It made me look through old photos and seeing children
at historic Remembrances at the start of their Scouting journey when they were 6
years old. Some are now in the Armed Services themselves, others are doing
equally important and interesting roles right across the globe.

All four secgons have been working hard to make up for lost gme
Beavers (6 – 8 years) have pressed apples, cooked on a 2ire, made s’mores,
searched for bugs and done junk modelling. Cubs (8 – 10.5 years) have focused
on science, air activities, pioneering and communications. The Cubs and Beavers
had a wonderful day of activities at Orchard Park Farm building a raft and ending
up sailing it around a small lake. I think the laughter must have been heard a
couple of miles away!

Scouts (10.5 – 14 years) are really encouraged to strengthen their leadership
skills and initiative. They have been doing large scale pioneering and mechanics
with winches, blocks and tackles over water. They have also done bike
maintenance, gone on cycle rides and camped over the worst weekend of
weather in 2021. They didn’t seem to mind and kept going doing an amazing
series of activities including shooting, archery, climbing, abseiling and more.
They have also recently been caving in the Mendips.

Explorer Unit
We have a growing Explorer Unit (14 – 18 years) who have attended a day at
Sandhurst doing some leadership activities, explored the murals in Glastonbury,
helping as Young Leaders and axe throwing. We are proud to see how much they
have developed over their long time with the group.
Remembrance this year reinforced what a privilege it is to be a part of this
group. The children are special and the Leaders are simply top class.
If you are interested in Minding out more then please contact me.
Vega Sturgess, Group Scout Leader
Barton St David Scout Group
Gslbarton@yahoo.com
www.Bartonstdavidscout.group
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Lydford and District Gardening Club
The meeting met. The gathering gathered. The Club
clubbed together. The assembly assembled. The
convention convened and the rally rallied!
Eventually, after a social event and a very near thing, the Gardening Club came
together and shared an evening of companionship and information. The speaker
was Ms. Laura Batt and her topic was hedgehogs. The hunt is now on for a future
meeting to welcome Mr. Obadiah Hedgehogg who can wax lyrical about
pipistrelles and similar 2lying mammals!
Ms. Batt is associated with the organisation ‘Prickles’ a charity based in
Cheddar, which has, as its raisin d’être, the rescue, care, recuperation and
resettlement of hedgehogs. She knew her stuff and gave an entertaining and
informative talk about the work of the charity and how we, as gardeners, can do
our bit to help arrest the scary decline in hedgehog numbers that has been
recorded over the past few years.
Blue slug pellets are off the menu. Netting can be a nightmare and 13cm
holes, about 5 inches in old money, can be cut into fences and gates to allow the
dear little creatures to complete their nocturnal ramblings without being trapped
in a single garden. Apparently they can wander for a distance of over a mile
during a single night. A hedgehog with a step counter provides a gently amusing
image but surely not one that Beatrix Potter had in mind when composing her
story about a prickly washer-person!
The meeting was held in the St. Peter’s church in Lydford and this venue
worked well. I t was even warmish and thanks are due to the Churchwardens for
their permission and support for the club to meet even closer to the banks of the
Brue than normal. Masks were worn by most people for most of the time yet
anyone with a message to impart soon discovered that clarity and
comprehension could get lost behind a fateful of cloth! Common sense prevailed.
And so to the future! Seed catalogues have been issued and order forms
should be returned to Simon or Ken as soon as possible in order to achieve the
best rate of discount. Indeed, if anyone reading this has a form that has not been
2illed in and delivered then they are behaving most improperly! Like so many
other things in life - cleaning the shower, checking tyre pressures, doing pressups and sit-ups, the order form needs to be done. One less episode of Emmerdale
will create time to do all of the above and the world will be a better place.

Meegng 2022
The next meeting is due to happen on Tuesday, January 11th in 2022! The venue
will be close to the Brue. Follow the 2low downstream from the A37 bridge on
that evening, sometime around 19:00 hrs and stop when you see lights, possibly
heating, possibly refreshments, de2initely a raf2le – all those surplus Christmas
presents for which a home is required – and someone from the Gardens Group
speaking about ‘Growing your own’. This person, whomsoever it is, could well
have discount vouchers about their person. They will not want to return to
Brimsmore with such full pockets. Potatoes taste so much sweeter when they
cost 25% less than should have been the case.

Treasurer Needed
Our Chairperson and general panjandrum, Ken has had enough of treasuring. He
wants someone else to treasure. If anybody thinks that they can be a treasurer
please tell Ken so that he can enjoy his Christmas!

Lydford Ladies Third Tuesday Group
All meegngs are suspended ungl further nogce
We will let members know as soon as we think it is the right time to start up our
meetings again and a revised programme of events will be put on the Third
Tuesday website. In the meantime, we will continue to hold Zoom chats which
have proved to be a great way for friends to keep in touch during the last year.

Third Tuesday Website
Please take a look at our website if you are interested in joining the club or
coming along to any of our Zoom chats. The address is: https://
thirdtuesday.wixsite.com/thirdtuesday.
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Wheathill Priory Community Transport – WPCT
The scheme offers a volunteer driving service by and for the residents of Keinton
Mandeville, Kingweston, Lydford and Barton St David.
If you reside in any of these villages, do not drive or have your own transport
and have dif2iculty with public transport you may be eligible to use the scheme.
It can be used for, but not necessarily restricted to:
• Journeys to the doctor, hospital (if free transport is not available),
postof2ice, shopping.
• Visits to friends or relatives (including when in hospital)
• journeys to bus stops, bus stations, railway stations for onward journeys.
Should you 2ind yourself in need of a lift please give us a call – preferably 48hrs in
advance – and we will do what we can to help.
The contact number is: 07799 487 719
For further information visit the village web site or, alternatively, brochures are
available from the coordinator. Drivers – We have a reasonable number of
drivers but are always on the lookout for more, so if you or anyone you know
may be interested please call 01458 223613 for details. It is not an arduous
task – less than an average of two trips per month but very rewarding.

Lydford on Fosse Parish Council Meegng dates for 2021 and 2022
Dec 9th

Jan 13th

Feb 10th

Mar 10th

Big Breakfast
October Fundraising Update
An enormous thank you to everyone who supported the Big Breakfast fundraising
this year. Whether you donated through our Just Giving page, by cash or by
cheque we are extremely grateful.
Your generosity has raised just short of £1,800 which will be distributed
between these local organisations; Barton Pre- School, Barton St David Scouts,
Keinton Netball Club, Keinton Playing Field, Keinton Youth Group, Keinton
School, Keinton Village Hall and the Pickleball Club.
All these local groups provide opportunities for our community and it is
lovely to feel that through your generosity we are able to support them. Your
donations will also go towards supporting these three very deserving
organisations which are the Big Breakfast’s chosen charities; Blood Cancer UK,
Save the Children and WHY which provides free counselling within the local
community to children and adults affected by cancer or any other lifethreatening conditions including Covid.
Two dates for your diary are Saturday April 2ⁿc 2022 for The Big Tea and
Saturday October 15<= 2022 for The Big Breakfast. It will be wonderful to have the
opportunity to meet together again. Look out for details of The Big Tea in the
February/March edition of the Parish Magazine and on social media. Many, many
thanks once again.
The Big Breakfast Commidee

Scod Gould House, Somerton – New Vacancy
Scott Gould House consists of six self-contained 2lats
intended for older ladies on a modest income, with
local family connections. There is a subsidised
Weekly Maintenance Charge with included Central
Heating, Hot Water, General Maintenance
and
Water Charges.
First Floor Flat is now available – Living room, Bedroom, Kitchen and Bathroom.
Application form and Details from:
Clerk to the Trustees Tel: 01458 272049 M: 07989 437 964
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Gip Week

St Peter’s Church, Lydford on Fosse

We wish to thank those who, once again, gave to help towards the maintenance
of St. Peter’s. To date the amount raised is £1490-00p.

Remembrance Sunday
We were very fortunate that the weather was dry with the entire Service this
year taking place outside by the War Memorial. After 2020 when only the people
taking part could attend it was very different this year. The Scouts/Beavers were
there together with over one hundred and 2ifty local people who wanted to
remember those who paid the ultimate sacri2ice. There was a ‘bucket collection’
with £341-68p being raised which will be forwarded to the Royal British Legion.

Lord’s Larder
The Churchwardens would like to ask support in collecting for the Lord’s Larder
Christmas Food Parcels during the week 28ij November – 5ij December. Please
leave dry food donations during the week to Ralph Berry, Greystones, Cary Road,
or Jennie Cooper, Springwood, High Street, and then in the Church over the
weekend 4TU/5TU December. All goods need to be delivered to Yeovil Lord’s Larder
the week beginning 6<= December. Should you wish to give a monetary donation
please leave with those named above. We thank you in advance for your kind
support.

This is the last item for 2021 from the Churchwardens
The last two years have been challenging for everyone. The Church has been
closed/open/closed again – then bookings had to be taken if anyone wished to
attend a Service, all with social distancing. It was necessary to take names and
phone numbers of people attending. Also there was the ‘hand sanitising’. Will it
ever end? It is slightly easier at the present time but the pandemic is still very
much around.
The summer was, at times, dif2icult due to the number of people visiting West
Lydford and we were thankful for the CCTV cameras. We want to thank the
Parish Council for their support regarding the cameras.
During 2021 we have been very grateful to people who have given up their
time to assist with the outside maintenance. With Ralph helping to keep the
Churchyard to a high standard; Ted Alexander; Mark Deaney; John Cooper. With
Jennie keeping the War Memorial looking good throughout the Summer and into
Autumn; Naomi Pauley; Ted Alexander; Sally Buxton; Dave and Lizzie Reynolds;
Lynne and Neil Mitchel; Ralph. Also thank you to members of the PCC for their
continued support. Let us hope that 2022 will be an easier year for all.
We send our prayer and wishes for a Happy Healthy Christmas and New Year

The Walters and Pope Trust Fund (Lydford-on-Fosse)
❖

HELP! Do you know anyone in Lydford who needs help and/or support?

❖

It may be help with buying books for university.

❖

It may be help with buying tools or equipment for a new job.

❖

It may be support for someone who is ill, or who is caring for someone.

The Walters and Pope Trust Fund has a small annual income – the Trustees
would like to spend this money, fairly and discreetly, for the bene2it of anyone
who lives in Lydford.
If there is anyone who would like assistance,
please contact the Trust in con2idence:
Secretary, Caroline Seehra (New number) tel: (01963) 240735 or
The Treasurer, Ann Parkhouse tel: 01963 240268.

Welcome & POP in Cafe
It was good to open the doors and be able to offer our coffee and biscuits to
residents once again! And hopefully attendance will have been just as
encouraging for the November Cafe.
The next Cafe will be in 2022 so we wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year to brighter times ahead!
On behalf of Walters & Pope Charity
Caroline, Ann and Lynne
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Lydford Neighbourhood Watch – lydfordnhw@gmail.com
Emergency Call 999

Non - Emergency Call 101

To Remain Anonymous Call 0800 555111

Street Contacts
A37 – David Marten 01963 240571
Lydford on Fosse - Cary Road – Lali Seehra 07530 121515
East Lydford - Church Lane (A37 side) – Ian Poynter 01963 240424
Church Lane (Castle Cary side) Lynne Mitchell 07773 345092

West Lydford
South of the Brue – Anne Parkhouse 01963 240268/Mike Pauley 01963 240469
North of the Brue – Linda Foote 01963 240336
B3153 from Lydford traﬃc lights to boundary with Keinton Mandeville including
King o’ Mill – Janet Holden 07709 277893

Village Contact – Lynne Mitchell 07773 345092
lydfordnhw@gmail.com

What3words
What3words is a free app which can be downloaded onto a tablet, mobile device
or PC. Every 3 metre square of the world has been given a unique combination
of 3 words, they have been randomly assigned and never change. They are
particularly useful in an emergency – the app will give your precise location in 3
words which can then be given to the emergency services when a postcode is
not suf2iciently precise.
Check it out via your search engine, even if you decide not to download the
app, it does make fascinating reading!

Tips for keeping your home safe at Christmas
•

Look at your house like a burglar would, Christmas is the only time of year
when we advertise all the goods in our homes to such an extent.

•

Don’t hide presents in obvious places like under the bed or in the wardrobe.
Thieves are less likely to go in the attic.

•

Before wrapping presents jot down models and serial numbers and keep
receipts separate so thieves can’t return goods to the shop.

•

It’s always nice to see presents under the tree but to burglars they are a
tempting invitation.

•

After opening presents put on your postcode with a marker pen to make
them harder to sell on.

•

Rip up present boxes and take them to be recycled as promptly as possible
– left on view they advertise what’s been added to your home over the
festive period.

•

Make it look like you’re in when you’re out at Christmas parties etc and
don’t make your house vulnerable – use a time clock for your lights and
radio so they go on and off in different rooms, keep doors and windows
locked, switch on your alarm. If possible, leave a car in the drive.

•

Outdoor Christmas lights are often powered from an indoor source and fed
out through a window – always check windows are locked securely.

•

Don’t advertise any shopping left in the car – use the parcel shelf to cover
the bags and aim to park in well-lit areas and secure car parks.

Happy Christmas from
Lydford Neighbourhood Watch
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Keinton Mandeville Primary School
Our School Needs You!
Keinton Mandeville Primary School needs two new members for
our Board of Governors.
We are a friendly, hardworking group of volunteers who are committed to the
continuing improvement of our school, for the bene2it of the children and
families of our village.
Our school Governing Board is made up of Co-opted, Staff, Parent and Local
Authority Governors. Our Governors have a range of different backgrounds, skills
and experiences, ranging from education to the business world.
The school is currently rated as a ‘Good’ school by OFSTED, with strong praise
for many of our practises and the leadership team in our most recent inspection.
We also have plenty of plans to keep us strong and relevant in this changing
world, whilst keeping the children at the heart of everything we do.
If you think you have:
An interest in the performance of the school.
Time to undertake Governor work, attend meetings and visits to the school.
The ability to look at issues objectively.
The con2idence to ask questions and join in debate.
A willingness to listen and make informed judgements.
The ability to work well with others.
We are particularly looking for applicants with experience or an interest in
the area of 2inance, as several members of our board with 2inance experience
have moved on.
•
•
•
•
•
•

What can we oﬀer?

• The opportunity to work with our small team of enthusiastic governors and
staff in improving our School.
• Training to develop an understanding of speci2ic School management issues.
• A sense of achievement in making a difference to our School.
• Flexibility in remote access for meetings and meetings at times to suit the
members of the board.
If you are interested in 2inding out more about this role, please contact:
Clerk to the Governing Board, Mrs A Dorey
Keinton Mandeville Primary School, Chistles Lane
Keinton Mandeville,
Somerset TA11 6ES
01458 223452
Keintonmandeville@educ.somerset.gov.uk

St. Dunstan's and District
Mothers’ Union
A group of St. Dunstan's members attended the meeting on the 15TU November in
Butleigh Church Room. The Meeting and Prayers were led by Eileen Heath, and a
short business discussion was held.
Eileen then introduced the Speaker
Madeline Hellier, our Diocesan President who discussed how many MU Groups,
for various reasons, have closed since the start of the Covid restrictions.
Transformagon – ideas invited to help invigorate local MU Groups and try to
encourage new members to enrol. Madeline asked us “Why do we come to
meetings, what can we do as MU members ” a lot of varied answers – provide
Hope, Pray for others and World problems, Social aspects and friendship,
Donations help Worldwide causes. Members recalled some of the “Memorable
and amusing past meetings/outings” before enjoying tea and biscuits.

St Dunstan’s MU’s Advent/Christmas meegng
This will be on Monday, 6TU December at 2:30 pm; to be held in Baltonsborough
Church Room with Readings, Carols, Mince Pies and Raf2le in aid of Mothers’
Union Worldwide Fund.
All welcome – Enquiries to Eileen Heath 01458 850163
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Keinton Mandeville Environmental Group
To make it easier for you to get in touch with us, we now have a new email
address: info@keintonenvironmentgroup.org.uk we would really like to hear from
you on a few topics of interest:
•

Would you like the verges by your property to be pollinator-friendly? Let us
know and we can establish whether you or the council own the verge. Or, do
you have any other areas that you would like re-wilded?

•

We recognise that street lighting is not adequate in some areas of the village.
Let us know how you feel about this? For example, there are motion sensor
technology lighting now that only comes on when there is movement. Do you
think this is a good idea for some areas?

•

Many people feel that Keinton Mandeville should have a 20mph speed limit,
especially around the school, Queen St, Irving Rd and Lakeview. Studies have
shown that emissions from both brakes and exhausts are much lower where
there is a 20 mph speed limit which demonstrates that slowing traf2ic down
not only is safer for all concerned, but better for our environment. Somerset
Highways is the people to lobby about this, the more people to lobby, they
may eventually listen. Do let us know if you get a response!

•

Finally, are you interested in rehoming a hedgehog from a hedgehog charity?
Do you have a suitable and safe garden without pets, pesticides and ponds
etc? We have some very handy carpenters who can help with a hedgehog
box. If interested do get in touch.

Wild Roots Growing for Wellbeing Group
Mondays 10.30-1pm, Catsham Nr Baltonsborough
The Wild Roots Growing for Wellbeing Project welcomes people who are keen to
get outdoors, learn new skills, share their skills or just have the opportunity to
spend some time in a peaceful environment.
Our main emphasis is on
horticulture and rural craft activities which take place in our large vegetable, fruit
and 2lower growing area.
Maybe you need an excuse to get out of the house or you just want to dip your
toe into being around other people again. Whatever it is you’re looking for we
can always 2ind gardening related activities to suit your mood and energy levels
on the day.
We are a Covid secure site and we will be working outdoors in a socially
distanced way. With two covered open sided sheltered areas and a large polytunnel we can cater for whatever the British weather throws at us!
If you want to 2ind out more please contact Ursula Casey at:–
ursula@wilderwoods.org - Booking essential and spaces will be limited to keep
the group small.
Central Somerset Outdoor Learning Partnership
Registered Charity Number 1151284
https://www.facebook.com/wilderwoods.org
www.wilderwoods.org

Mothers’ Union
Staying connected through midday prayers
Our UK members who don't have access to the
internet at home will still be able to hear our
midday prayers thanks to the Church of
England's Daily Hope line.
Just call 0800 804 8044 from a UK mobile
or landline and press option 4, then option 9.
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THE METHODIST CHAPEL, KEINTON MANDEVILLE
Minister: Rev Craig Manley
Reverend Craig Manley HCMANLEY Methodist Church, Somerset Mendip Circuit
Tel: 01963 351 598 : Mobile: 07900 687 264
hcmanley@outlook.com : craig.manley@methodist.org.uk
Services
We are, reluctantly, reducing our services
to alternate Sundays from November
December 5th, 10:30 am

Morning Worship

December 12th, –

No service

December 21st, 10:30 am
December 25th, 10:30 am
December 26th, –

Holy Communion

Patricia Fuller
–
Rev Jill Warren

Christmas Day
No service

–

Rev. Craig Manley
So many people have been asking after our lovely minister, Craig…
We are happy to say that he is back at home and making slow but steady
progress. Our love, prayers ad very best wishes go to him and Elizabeth.

Methodist Hall Meegngs
1. Knit and Natter Knit and Natter meets on a Monday afternoon 2pm-4pm.
2. Toddlers are back on Tuesday mornings 10am – 12noon
3. Breath and Flow ‘Breath and Flow’ is now running on Tuesday evenings at
6:30 pm. Please contact Natasha on tashvelosp@gmail.com for details.
Use of the Methodist Hall – The hall is available for groups, clubs, children’s
parties etc – please contact Alison Sutton to book (01458) 223656.
Everyone at the Methodist Chapel wishes you all a Happy Christmas and a
Healthy 2022!

Keinton Mandeville WI
It is a real delight to be back to meeting again face to face. We have
had a fun games evening and a talk on the extraordinary work of St
Peter’s Lifeline in a very poor village in Kenya.
This week we have created Christmas decorations that are
environmentally friendly to demonstrate how we can reduce plastic in everyday
life. We also have a sub group playing Pickleball, arranged country rambles and
pub lunches and suppers.
We have quite a few new members in the past few months so this might be a
really good time to visit us and see what we actually do. Be prepared to be a bit
surprised! Before I joined the WI I had a preconceived idea about what the
‘average’ WI member was like. It turned out that I was very wrong! Our WI is
active, has members of all ages and is the most welcoming group of women that
you could hope to meet. We meet in the evenings to allow working women to
attend and meetings are about learning, laughing a lot and getting more out of
local life generally. We make real lasting friendships, exchange ideas and skills
and have sub groups that keep us active.
Clearly we are taking sensible precautions to keep everyone safe and well. As
part of this we have moved to Barton St David Hall for the time being so are able
to provide really good ventilation and good spacing between chairs etc.
Next meegng is our Christmas Party on 9th Dec at 7:15pm (email if you’d like to
visit on this day for more info). Otherwise you can simply drop into any normal
meeting at 7:15pm at Barton St David Hall. Moving to 2022, we meet on
Thursday 13th Jan, 10th Feb, 10th March and 21st April.
For more information email: secretarykmwi@gmail.com Keinton Mandeville WI
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December 2021
Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton
What is at the heart of Christmas for you? Is it the feasting
and festivities? The carols and the candles? The stockings
and the gifts? Or the presence of those you love?
This Christmas we may 2ind ourselves investing more in
our preparations, as last year Christmas plans were
curtailed and for some even cancelled.
A year ago we were to have had all our family gather for Christmas at our house
and then just before, my husband Howard had a positive Covid test. Everything
changed and in fact neither of us felt well enough to enjoy a special meal together
let alone welcome others. So, this year I want to pull out all the stops!
The children and grandchildren will be with us and Howard tells me that
Father Christmas will be paying a special visit! However, we are also wanting to
make sure that we don’t get carried away with all the tinsel and trappings and
forget the heart of the story. So, we shall limit our spending on pressies but make
sure that we really value the presence of one another and particularly of the
Christ child at the heart of it all.
This year as you anticipate Christmas, through the stories told through
Advent windows, or carol services in your church, or Nativities on the move, how
might you prepare your heart for the coming Christ child? The wonder of
Christmas is that God has never given up on us and in fact loves us so much that
he wants to spend time with us. The birth of Jesus, God’s Son, into a humble
human family, brought God into our very midst, into the heart of our homes. This
Christmas let’s make space for Him once more and listen to the words of love,
hope and joy He wants to share with us. And may that inspire our faith in the
future, for ourselves and our world.
Wishing you much joy and peace this Christmas!
+ Ruth

Plotgate Community Farm
Plotgate Community Farm is co-operatively run by its members, growing
seasonal vegetables on a 9-acre site in Barton St David. The Farm’s members can
collect, or have delivered, a weekly or fortnightly share of the produce, each box
containing at least 8 different types of vegetable. There are events, activities and
opportunities as well as fresh food all through the year. From 4-7pm we have
freshly-picked vegetables to collect from the Barton Inn Skittle Alley. If you’d like
a share of the harvest call or text 07817608283, or email:
info@plotgatecommunityfarm.org See also: www.plotgatecommunityfarm.org

Holly Wreath Making
Friday, 3rd December at The Barton Inn Skidle Alley – and also
Saturday, 4th December at Plotgate Community Farm
Come along to make your own holly wreath – this is a walk in the woods style
wreath made from 100% compostable materials. We base the wreaths on willow
rings and you are welcome to bring along your favourite evergreen cuttings; we
will also have plenty available, to make diverse and exciting festive garlands to
festoon your doors!

Bring your Secateurs – We supply all materials but bringing along a pair of
secateurs will be helpful. The cost is £15 for non members and £10 to farm
members: Please book in to a 1 hour session to ensure there is plenty of space
and materials:
Friday 4-5pm, 5-6pm, 6-7pm
Saturday 11-12am, 12-1pm, 2-3pm, 3-4pm
Book early to avoid disappointment! – amy@plotgatecommunityfarm.org

Produce - ﬁnal collecgon for 2021
Our 2inal veg collection of the year will be on Thursday 23rd December. Villagers
are welcome to order one off seasonal boxes from us to accompany your
Christmas dinner! £12.50 for a standard box of 8 different seasonal items.
Please email to order: info@plotgatecommunityfarm.org
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The Lydford Pantomime
Retelling the Charles Dickens’ classic,

A Christmas Carol
Performances are from Wednesday ,1st December
to Saturday, 4th December at Lydford Parish Hall.
There will be a bar and a raffle too! Tickets are now on sale at the same
price as last year, and the year before that. For tickets Write to:

Steve Garrett, 3 Camden Orchard, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 6RL
Please make sure you enclose:
• Your name and address and telephone number/email;
• The evening you want tickets for;
• How many tickets (adult or child (under 14));
• Where you would like to sit (towards front, in the middle or in raised
seating at rear);
• A cheque for the cost of the tickets payable to Fosseway Entertainers.
Ticket prices are £7 for adults and £4 for children.
Tickets will be sent to you within a few days.

Christmas Concert
By
Wheathill Benefice Choir
& other local musicians of all ages
Sunday 12th December
At 4:00pm
West Lydford Church

A retiring collection will be taken for the
Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance

Our Parish Magazine is Produced by the
Wheathill Beneﬁce Parochial Church Council
and printed by Snell Print
The Parish Magazine continues in its printed form but will also be
available on the Benefice Website: wheathill.org as well as on the
village website bartonstdavid.org.uk plus kingweston.net
keintonmandeville.com and linked via lydfordonfosse.co.uk plus the
copies emailed to contacts on Facebook.
We are continuing to deliver a free copy to every house in the villages of
Barton St David, Keinton Mandeville, Kingweston, Lydford on Fosse and
Wheathill by our much valued volunteers.

Please tell any business you may use from adverts shown on pages 2 - 16
that you saw their advert in the Wheathill BeneMice Parish Magazine

